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INTRODUCTION


[In this section identify the topic of your paper, its importance, and its relevance to Public Administration.]

LITERATURE REVIEW

[Ideally, this should be written prior to the identification of your research question(s) and the creation of your research model.  You work should build upon what others have already discovered and reported in peer-reviewed journals and/or books.  Ideally, your research should have the promise (or at least the potential) to make a contribution to what is already known.]

[This is a very important part of your paper.  It is very important that IT IS YOU SPEAKING and that it is not just a collection of "book reports."  YOU should know what has been done in this area and be able to WRITE YOUR NARRATIVE of it, making appropriate references to the literature (using correct APA notations).  Each article you cite here must be included in the REFERENCES section.  There should be nothing in the REFERENCES section that is not cited somewhere in the paper.  Your literature review must include citation of AT LEAST TEN peer-reviewed journal articles and/or scholarly books.  You should ACTUALLY READ these articles.  Don't steal someone else's citations "on faith."  Ten is a reasonable number.  You can do this.  AVOID ANY TEMPTATION TO PLAGIARIZE this part of your paper.  It is not worth the risk and the hassle.  This section should flow -- either chronologically or logically.  This is the foundation that your contribution will rest upon.  Make it a good foundation.  Use paragraphs correctly.  Avoid lists.  It does not have to be "fancy."  It should be solid and make sense.]

RESEARCH QUESTION AND RESEARCH MODEL

[Ideally, you paper has one really good research question.  It may have two or three.  Without a clear research question it will not be clear why anyone would want to read this.  What is it you hope to contribute by collecting and analyzing data?]

[The research model is usually a visual that includes the independent variables and the dependent variables and the way that you think they may be related in terms of patterns of causation.  Ask me to help you with this.]

METHODOLOGY, POPULATION AND SAMPLING STRATEGY

[This is the evidence that you learned in PADM 5502.  Even if in application you have to cut some corners in appropriate ways this section should be the evidence that you realize the right way to do things and why inferential statistics must be based on sound research practices.  Show the reader that "you got it."


HYPOTHESES


    The following hypotheses were derived from the research model and were used to construct the survey instrument.

H1: that _____________________ and more likely than ________________________ to ______________________________.

H2: that _____________________ and more likely than ________________________ to ______________________________.

and so forth . . .

[Use the form of expression taught in PADM 5502 to anticipate what you expect to find regarding patterns or relationships among variables.]


FINDINGS

[Include all your descriptive statistics in the first one or two paragraphs.  Then report findings based upon the hypotheses and the analysis of data using SPSS and appropropriate methods.  Report significant statistics correctly.  Include useful output from SPSS such as selected Crosstabs.]

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS

[This is where you are free to interpret the importance and value of your findings.  You can cite others here, but it may not be necessary to do so.  This is your stage.  Show the world your contribution.  In the final paragraph(s) your conclusions can include limitations of your work and suggestions for possible further research.]


REFERENCES

[Use correct APA style for each of your peer-reviewed journal articles, books and other sources.]
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APPENDIX II -- SURVEY INSTRUMENT



