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Cyert is an (imaginary) small city in Iowa. The population is about 10,000. Most of the local employment 

centers around agriculture and meat processing. The average age of citizens is increasing as younger 

people leave. Local leaders realize that Cyert is unlikely to become the Silicon Valley of Iowa. Whether 

right or wrong, some are pinning their hopes on bringing industry of some kind to Cyert. They remember 

the success of Souix City years ago when Gateway built their assembly facilities there and employed 

people with experiences in the meat packaging industry into the computer assembly industry. George 

Russell, the newly elected mayor, is recommending in his budget proposal the expenditure of $500,000 

to acquire some property adjacent to the city to be designated as an industrial zone, in hope of 

attracting a prospective new employer. No specific prospective industrial employer has been identified. 

The proposal does not include the costs of developing the infrastructure needed to support an industrial 

zone. The land proposed to be purchased is 20 acres and is adjacent to a railroad track. 

 

As a citizen, write a “Letter to the Editor” of the local newspaper in support of the mayor’s proposal.  

Specifically, . . . 

 

 Make the case for the need 

 Tell your personal story relevant to the proposal 

 Identify the potential benefits 

 Anticipate and attempt to address at least one major concern likely to be raised by members of 

the city commission/council.  

 

AS PART OF YOUR ASSIGNMENT COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING SELF-ASSESSMENT. 

Name on work? [  ] no 
[  ] yes 

Submitted on time? [  ] no 
[  ] yes 

Clear statement of support 
for the mayor’s proposal? 

[  ] no 
[  ] yes 

Statement of personal 
“story” relevant to the 
proposed need. 

[  ] missing, weak and/or confusing 
[  ] weak 
[  ] okay 

Clear identification of 
anticipated benefits 

[  ] missing, weak and/or confusing 
[  ] weak 
[  ] okay 

Clear anticipation of and 
addressing of likely concerns 
by others in opposition to the 
idea 

[  ] missing, weak and/or confusing 
[  ] weak 
[  ] okay 

 


