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WHERE WE ARE 

 

 I provided  a video on sampling methods last week. 

 I have not yet looked at your Assignment 1 work from Sept. 9. 

 If late, please put your work in the late box in GeorgiaView. 

 Your Assignment 2 is due Sunday September 23 in GeorgiaView. 

 I plan to prepare a take-home midterm due THURSDAY, Sept. 27. 

 We are not scheduled to meet on the 27th, as per the syllabus. 

 This course will become “different” following the midterm, as we get into coding, data analysis 

and hypothesis testing using SPSS. 

 

Why would an agency employee or city administrator or leader of a non-profit organization want to 

complete a survey? 

 

NEEDS ANALYSIS. If the views of STAKEHOLDERS are not collected, a lot of money can be used for some 

misguided/uninformed purpose. 

 

WANTING TO SUPPORT SOME REQUEST FOR MONEY. 

 

INFORM DECISION MAKING/ POLICY MAKING. 

 

ANTICIPATE “PUSHBACK.” 

 

WANTING TO GIVE CITIZENS A GREATER SENSE OF PARTICIPATION IN THINGS. 

 

Other “agendas . . .” 

 

 Politicians may want a better sense of public opinion prior to an election. 

 

 Academics need to do research and publish in the “right” journals for tenure purposes. 

 

Practitioners also need to understand existing research and statistical methods to avoid being 

deceived by others. 

 

SAMPLING – from last week . . . 

 

Difference between a POPULATION and a SAMPLE. 

 

Difference between a PARAMETER and a STATISTIC. 



 

SIMPLE RANDOM SAMPLE – every entity in the population has an EQUAL KNOWN PROBABILITY of being 

asked to participate. 

 

SAMPLE OF CONVENIENCE. 

 

STRATIFIED SAMPLE. 

 

SNOWBALL SAMPLE. 

 

With a “good” sample, STATISTICS derived from the sample ARE ACCURATE ESTIMATES of PARAMETERS 

in the population. 

 

There is usually no need to complete a CENSUS. 

 

You can test HYPOTHESES using STATISTICS derived from a SAMPLE, if you have a sample of reasonable 

size (and if the sample itself is not BIASED). 

 

To draw a SIMPLE RANDOM SAMPLE, you need a SAMPLING FRAME. A sampling frame is the list from 

which to draw participants RANDOMLY.  

 

A voter registration list is a sampling frame. 

A list of citizens eligible for jury duty may be a sampling frame. 

THE SELECTION OF A SAMPLING FRAME/LIST DEPENDS UPON THE POPULATION OF INTEREST. 

 

For many POPULATIONS there is no sampling frame available. It may not be possible to draw a simple 

random sample. But you should do better than a SAMPLE OF CONVENIENCE.  

 

Overview of Process: 
 
Have a reason to do survey research. 
Visually model the subject domain. 
Identify hypotheses, if any. 
Identify population of interest. 
Identify concepts relevant to hypotheses 
Operationalize concepts as items. 
Create the survey instrument. 
Select a sample and ask people to participate. 
Collect data. 
Clean and Code data. 
Derive descriptive statistics. 
Use appropriate statistical methods to test hypotheses. 
Interpret and report findings. 
 

 
Source: Billy Harthorn 
Wikipedia.org 

 



REVIEW QUESTIONS 

 

If a question has a Likert type of response, what is its level of measurement? 

 

What does it mean that a question has face validity? 

 

What is the hardest (and best) type of sample? 

 

What is a sampling frame? 

 

What is required of a simple random sample? 

 

What is the relationship in meaning between a population and a sample? 

 

What is the relationship in meaning between a parameter and a statistic? 

 

In inferential statistics, what is the purpose of a statistic? 

 

If you were seeking to compare left-handed with right-handed people regarding some attitude to other 

personal attribute, what sampling strategy would probably be the best approach? 

 

What is a snowball sample? When might it be appropriate? 

 

What is IRB? What are their usual, appropriate concerns? 

 

Is a DV what you want to understand/predict/control, or is it a variable you think helps explain the DV in 

your study? 

 

What is an IV (in the context of survey research)? 

 

What are the five demographic variables? Are they usually DVs or IVs in a research model? 

 

In a RESEARCH MODEL, there must be one or more DVs and are usually many IVs, including the five 

DEMOGRAPHIC VARIABLES. It is not always necessary to include all five demographic variables.  

 

There may be INTERVENING VARIABLES, such that an IV is thought to affect an intervening variable 

which in turn is thought to affect a DV. Death Anxiety is an intervening variable shown in the research 

model “below.” 

  

The RESEARCH MODEL is a “picture” that represents relationships among variables (among members of 

the one UNIT OF ANALYSIS) that you think are relevant to your study. 

 

The RESEARCH MODEL should be guided by your prior LITERATURE REVIEW. Your work should be 

INFORMED by the relevant findings of others. There is nothing “wrong” with a REPLICATION STUDY, if 



you realize that you work is in face an effort to replicate a previous study (with appropriate attribution, 

of course).  

 

Here is an example of a very simple research model. 

 

 
 

 


