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WHERE WE ARE 

 

I must present a paper at University of West Georgia today, so, hopefully, you are 

seeing a video presentation based on these notes this week. 

 

http://www.robertcat.net/fall2018/padm5502/sample_data_move.xls 

 

http://www.robertcat.net/fall2018/padm5502/sample_suvvey_move.pdf 

 

We need to meet as a class in our classroom next week to begin to learn to use 

SPSS, if you are not already familiar with it. 

 

"THIS EVENING" 

 

 We will look at how to code completed survey instruments. 

 I plan to show you how to import an Excel data file into SPSS and how to 

run the frequencies command to be used as part of “cleaning” the data. 
 

 

Survey on Attitudes Toward Economic Relocation 

 

This survey is research being conducted by a graduate student at Albany State 

University. 

The purpose of the survey is to better understand under what circumstances people 

are willing to move from a community.  Participation in this research is voluntary. 

If you choose to participate you can skip any question(s) you may not want to 

answer.  Please mark your answers and do not put your name on the survey. 

   

1.            For how many years have you lived in Albany, Georgia?    ___14_____ 

years 

  

2.            Please indicate your gender. 

 

                [   ] Female       [ x ] Male 

 

http://www.robertcat.net/fall2018/padm5502/sample_data_move.xls
http://www.robertcat.net/fall2018/padm5502/sample_suvvey_move.pdf


3.            Please indicate your age. 

 

                ___42________ years 

 

4.            Please indicate your marital status. 

                 

                [   ] Single   [   ] Engaged      [   ] Married      [ x ] Divorced        [   ] 

Widowed 

  

5.            How many children are dependent upon you? ___2__________ 

  

6.            How many adults live in your household?  _2___ 

  

7.            How many dependent children live in your household?  _0___ 

  

8.          Please indicate your household’s approximate annual income a year.   

$_84000__  

 

9.           Please indicate highest level of education.    

 

                   [   ]                       [   ]                  [ x ]                    [   ]                    [   ] 

             High School          Technical          Bachelor          Master’s          Doctorate 

                                              Degree            Degree             Degree             Degree 

  

10.          Are you presently employed?    [ x ] yes                   [  ] no 

 

11.          If yes to the question above, how secure do you feel your job is? 

  

                                [x]           my job is very secure 

                                [  ]           my job is fairly secure 

                                [  ]           I am concerned about possible job loss. 

  

Please indicate your agreement or disagreement with each of the following 

statements: 

  

12.          I feel attachment to Albany, Georgia.      

  

                  [   ]                 [   ]                     [ x ]                     [   ]                    [   ] 

               Strongly         Disagree          Undecided             Agree              Strongly 

                Disagree                                                                                       Agree 



  

13.          If I had to leave Albany I would miss being in Albany very much. 

  

                   [   ]                 [ x ]                     [   ]                     [   ]                    [   ] 

               Strongly         Disagree          Undecided             Agree              Strongly 

                Disagree                                                                                       Agree 

  

14.          I could leave Albany without much missing being in Albany. 

 

                   [   ]                 [   ]                     [   ]                     [ x ]                    [   ] 

               Strongly         Disagree          Undecided             Agree              Strongly 

                Disagree                                                                                       Agree 

 

15.   I have many close personal friends in Albany. 

 

                   [   ]                 [ x ]                     [   ]                     [   ]                    [   ] 

               Strongly         Disagree          Undecided             Agree              Strongly 

                Disagree                                                                                       Agree 

  

 

16.          I feel strongly attached to Albany because I have family members here. 

  

                   [   ]                 [ x ]                     [   ]                     [   ]                    [   ] 

               Strongly         Disagree          Undecided             Agree              Strongly 

                Disagree                                                                                       Agree 

  

17. If unemployed I would move elsewhere if necessary to find work. 

 

                   [   ]                 [   ]                     [   ]                     [   ]                    [ x ] 

               Strongly         Disagree          Undecided             Agree              Strongly 

                Disagree                                                                                       Agree 

 

18.          If I were to become unemployed I would do everything possible to find 

local        

               employment rather than moving from Albany to find employment. 

  

                    [   ]                 [ x ]                     [   ]                     [   ]                    [   ] 

               Strongly         Disagree          Undecided             Agree              Strongly 

                Disagree                                                                                       Agree 

  



19.          I have skills that employers value highly. 

  

                   [   ]                 [   ]                     [   ]                     [   ]                    [ x ] 

               Strongly         Disagree          Undecided             Agree              Strongly 

                Disagree                                                                                       Agree 

 

20. I frequently communicate with others online to keep in touch. 

 

                   [   ]                 [   ]                     [ x ]                     [   ]                    [   ] 

               Strongly         Disagree          Undecided             Agree              Strongly 

                Disagree                                                                                       Agree 

  

21.          Talking to loved ones on the telephone is an adequate substitute for 

talking with them  

               in person. 

 

                   [   ]                 [   ]                     [   ]                     [ x ]                    [   ] 

               Strongly         Disagree          Undecided             Agree              Strongly 

                Disagree                                                                                       Agree 

   

Please answer the following question if you are buying the home that you now 

occupy in Albany. 

  

22.          It would be difficult for me to leave Albany because I am buying a house 

here. 

 

                   [   ]                 [   ]                     [ x ]                     [   ]                    [   ] 

               Strongly         Disagree          Undecided             Agree              Strongly 

                Disagree                                                                                       Agree 

 

Please answer the following question if you own a business in Albany. 

 

23. It would be difficult for me to leave Albany because I own a business 

here. 

 

 

                    [   ]                 [ x ]                     [   ]                     [   ]                    [   ] 

               Strongly         Disagree          Undecided             Agree              Strongly 

                Disagree                                                                                       Agree 

  



 

Thank you for participating in this research project. 
 

-------- ------ 

 

"CLASS EXERCISE" 

 

Give the individual survey response above an ID number and the code the 

responses in the left margin, near the numbers of the question. More specific 

directions will be provided in class. 

 

WE COULD then open up Microsoft Excel and enter VARIABLE LABLES into 

the first row. A variable label should be short and simple, without any spaces or 

special characters. These are examples of reasonable variable names. (ID is not 

really a variable.) 

 

ID 

age 

sex 

age 

mstatus 

dependents 

adults 

income 

ownhome 

ownbusiness 

 

and so forth. 

 

BY CONVENTION, the following numbers are commonly used to denote 

MISSING VALUES (unless they can be valid values). 

9 

99 

0 

 



Which of the following would probably be the best value for missing data for the 

question about how many years one has lived in Albany? 

 

9 

99 

0 

 

ONCE YOU HAVE CODED ALL THE DATA and entered it into Excel (one row 

per respondent), the you must CLEAN the data. “Dirty data” has errors in it. You 

should find the errors and correct them before beginning your analysis of the data 

and your testing of hypotheses. 

 

FIRST, enter the data carefully. Doing this with another person is a good idea. 

 

SECOND, “eyeball the data.” LOOK FOR VALUES OUT OF RANGE. If the 

item is a Likert with only five possible values of response and you have an 8 in that 

column, you make a mistake. (A “9” may well be missing data.) 

 

You must TELL SPSS about the coding values of missing data. We will get into 

that soon. It is not hard. The statement is like this.   

 

missing values gender (9). 

 

OPEN SPSS and IMPORT the contents of the Excel file into SPSS. Use this file. 

Use the file available here.  

http://www.robertcat.net/fall2018/padm5502/sample_data_move.xls 

 

Here is the related survey instrument. 

http://www.robertcat.net/fall2018/padm5502/sample_suvvey_move.pdf 
 

 

http://www.robertcat.net/fall2018/padm5502/sample_data_move.xls
http://www.robertcat.net/fall2018/padm5502/sample_suvvey_move.pdf


When you have imported the data file into SPSS, open the SYNTAX EDITOR in 

SPSS. 

 

File  New  Syntax Editor 

 

The syntax editor is where you “talk to” your data. It is a command prompt editor. 

EVERY COMMAND YOU MAKE MUST END WITH A PERIOD.  

 

Enter and run the following command. 

 

 freq all. 

 

This is the SPSS way of saying, show me the frequencies of all the variables. 

If you wanted the frequencies of the variable names marital, the command would 

be. 

 

 freq marital. 

 

You don’t need to save the results of your commands in SPSS. If you want to see 

the same results again, just run the command again. 

 

When you run a frequency command on all the variables, it is easy to spot 

“impossible” values. This will not catch all of your data entry errors, but it will 

catch some of them. 

 

If something is “haywire,” go back into the stack of completed surveys and see 

what the error was. Correct it in your Excel file.  When the data is clean, start over 

again in SPSS using the amended Excel file. 


