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The purpose of our meeting today is to get some hands-on experience with SPSS. 

 

I am working for memory here, having done all this several years ago.  

 

Open the Excel file in Excel, just to see how it is organized. Each COLUMN is a variable. Each 

ROW contains coded responses by a participant. The first row contains VARIABLE LABELS. 

100 people completed this survey. "99" is the coding value for a missing value of the age 

variable. This is not a very good idea, because there are some people who are 99 years of age. 00 

would have been a better choice for a code for missing age. 

 

The related survey instrument is here. 

 

http://www.robertcat.net/fall2018/padm5502/site/sample_survey_move.pdf 

 

Use SPSS to import the Excel file I sent you by email attachment into SPSS. I think the menu 

items may be File  Import and so forth.  

 

Open the SYNTAX EDITOR in SPSS. I don't remember the exact menu items here, but it is 

easy. 

 

In the syntax editor,  type the following command, including the period/dot at the end. Then 

ENTER. 

 

freq all. 

 

This will show you all the variables and the frequencies/counts of the values of each variable. 

 

freq attached. 

 

This will show you the frequencies/counts of the values of the variable about attachment to 

Albany, based on item 12 in the survey instrument. 

 

How many of the 100 participants said they feel strongly attached to Albany? 

 

Everyone answer the question with variable name - gender. The code value 1 means female. The 

code value 2 means male. 

 

freq gender. 

 

How many of the respondents were females? How many males? 

 

http://www.robertcat.net/fall2018/padm5502/site/sample_survey_move.pdf


Give the variable about attachment to Albany a variable label. 

 

variable labels attached 'feel attachment to Albany'. 

 

SPSS will not "say" anything. You did not ask it to show you anything. SPSS will "complain" if 

it did not understand what you tried to say to it. 

 

Give the variable about attachment to Albany value labels. 

 

value labels attached 1 's disagree' 2 'disagree' 3 'undecided' 4 'agree' 5 's agree'. 

 

Run a frequency on the variable attached. 

 

freq attached. 

 

How many respondents said they feel strong attachment to Albany? 

 

Now, we need to so some things to the variable about feeling of attachment before testing the 

hypothesis that women are more likely than men to feel attachment to Albany.  

 

Create a new variable like the attached variable named newattached. 

 

compute newattached = attached. 

 

SPSS will complain if it does not understand you. 

 

Give newattached a variable name. 

 

variable name newattached 'feel attachment to Albany'. 

 

Reduce the number of answers from five to three by turning strongly disagree and disagree into 

disagree, and so forth. Visually, this is what you are doing. 

 

 
recode newattached (1=1) (2=1) (3=2) (4=3) (5=3). 



Then give newattached variable value labels. 

 

value labels newattached 1 'disagree' 2 'undecided' 3 'agree'. 

 

Run a frequency on newattached to see if everything looks good. 

 

freq newattached. 

 

Run a frequency on gender again. 

 

freq gender. 

 

Ah, we need to put value labels on the gender variable. 

 

value labels gender 1 'female' 2 'male'. 

 

Run a frequency on gender again. 

 

freq gender. 

 

So, now we have an DV (newattached) and an IV (gender) and we can test the hypothesis that 

females are more likely than males to feel attachment to Albany, using the probability of the Chi-

square statistic.  

 

crosstabs tables = newattached by gender/cells=count column/stat=chisq. 

 

Read and interpret the resulting table. 

 

 


