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Instructions: Answer ALL of the following questions. Put you name on your work and submit 

you work in GeorgiaView on or before the due date. You may use additional resources but do 

not copy or otherwise plagiarize sources. Submit either a Microsoft Word file, or an Adobe .pdf 

file. Use the proper box in D2L. 

 

1. Find a visual model or a textual explanation of the policy process. Identify the steps and 

the most likely "actors" in each step. Is this representation of how policies are made by most 

governments in the United States accurate and complete? (no) Why not? (See Chapter 2 of our 

textbook.) 

 

2. What is an iron triangle in the context of public policy formulation? Identify three major 

formal actors (represented as an iron triangle). Explain how high-level public administrators in 

the agencies of the national/federal government participate in their relationships with others. In 

other words, what do they want and what do they offer? (See Chapter 4 of our textbook.) 

 

3. In your observations and experiences, do governments in the United States most often 

anticipate and address problems before the fact, or wait for something bad to happen before 

taking action to make policy and initiate actions? Explain how the lead crisis in the water of 

Flint, Michigan is an example. 

 

4. Our democracy is based on “the people” being represented by elected officials and by 

pluralism, meaning that organized interest groups such as the NRA to enable citizens to have a 

voice in policy deliberations. Does pluralism always result in the creation of rational policies that 

reflect the overall common good? Is the key ingredient in the formulation of public policy power 

or reason? Explain. (at least two solid paragraphs) (See chapters 5 and 6 of our textbook.) 

 

5. What words or phrases would you use to make the case to conservative elected officials 

that money should be spent to reduce overcrowding in a local jail and improve health conditions 

in the local jail? Make your case in one to three solid paragraphs. Use words and phrases that 

you think might cause conservative elected officials to spend more money for humane conditions 

in a local jail. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


