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WHERE WE ARE 

 

 This is our first class meeting. 

 I have not yet set up anything in GeorgiaView (D2L). It may be this weekend before I do 

that. I need to at least create the assignment folders there for you soon. 

 I use ASU Ram Mail, of course. I also use the following address for informal student 

correspondence.  

bjnstudents@gmail.com or bjneubauer@gmail.com 

 This is our course home page.  

http://www.robertcat.net/fall2018/padm5781/site/ 

 Assignments MUST be submitted in GeorgiaView. 

 The syllabus is here. 

http://www.robertcat.net/fall2018/padm5781/site/5781syllabus.pdf 

 

I plan to distribute some software on a USB drive soon. I have the permission of the creator the 

software to do this. IT WILL ONLY RUN ON A WINDOWS OPERATING SYSTEM. 

Hopefully, we will be able to meet in a computer lab with this software available. 

 

NOTES 

 

Briefly, public policies are what governments choose to do or choose not to do. In my opinion, a 

“real” public policy is a formal decision that is actually implemented and budgeted for.  

 

A public policy is not a mere organizational policy – like casual Fridays. It is a decision that 

affects citizens, industries, and/or others. There are multiple sources of public politics, include 

ADMINISTRATIVE RULES by government agencies.  

 

Some social problems are called, “wicked problems,” meaning that they are complex and 

difficult or impossible to solve.  

 

Not every problem that people face is something that government needs to try to address. People 

can disagree about the SCOPE of the responsibilities of governments.  

 

There are something like 80,000 units of government in the United States today and the policies 

they make do not necessarily align with one another. 

 

FEDERALISM is a large part of the complexity and FRAGMENTATION we face in 

government today. 

 

http://www.robertcat.net/fall2018/padm5781/site/
http://www.robertcat.net/fall2018/padm5781/site/5781syllabus.pdf


Many policy decisions are made by people who are elected to represent citizens in our system of 

democratic government. These are generally good people, but the system causes them to focus 

on near-term consequences of policy decisions because of frequent election cycles. 

 

I would argue that PUBLIC ADMINISTRATORS are supposed to be POLITICALLY 

ACCOUNTABLE, but that public administrators should participate in political decision making 

(remember “iron triangles?”) as advocates for long-term considerations and the yet-unborn.  

 

This whole question of the, “deep state” is confusing. For what it may be worth, I see public 

administrators as kind of being “shock absorbers,” given the polarity of our political scene now. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


