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WHERE WE ARE 

 

 Assignment 1 is due in GeorgiaView this Sunday. 

 Assignment 2 is posted and is due Sept. 16. 

 Our midterm is due September 26 and I need to give attention to that soon. 

 It is time to begin using the Transformation LogicTree software! 

 

Our textbook (and most others) emphasize the NATIONAL government based in Washington, 

DC.  

 

I think most public administrators (and other citizens) are more likely to try to influence public 

policy at the STATE and LOCAL levels, rather than in DC. 

 

Last week regarding chapter 4 the focus was on “iron triangles” and how high-level public 

administrators interact with lobbyists (representing interest groups) and elected officials to try to 

shape public policies. This week – focus on so-called “unofficial actors” and their roles in public 

policy. 

 

Well, in my mind, WE are the “unofficial actors.” 

 

In the wake of the recent school shooting in Parkland, Florida students like 17 year-old students 

like David Hogg are speaking out. In response, President Trump plans to hold a “listening 

session” with some students this Wednesday and meet Thursday with state and local security 

officials. 

 

In my opinion, this recent news article is shocking. 

 

“Trump signs bill revoking Obama-era gun checks for people with mental illnesses” 

https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/trump-signs-bill-revoking-obama-era-gun-checks-

people-mental-n727221 

 

If one of these 75,000 people buys a gun and commits a crime using the gun, this is going to 

come back upon those in Congress who passed this law. 

 

The power of the NRA is obviously huge and would not be huge without the ardent support of 

many American citizens. 

 

Remington has declared bankruptcy because of declining sales.  

http://www.chicagotribune.com/business/ct-biz-gun-sales-20180216-story.html 

 

Unlike cars, guns do not usually wear out.  

https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/trump-signs-bill-revoking-obama-era-gun-checks-people-mental-n727221
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/trump-signs-bill-revoking-obama-era-gun-checks-people-mental-n727221
http://www.chicagotribune.com/business/ct-biz-gun-sales-20180216-story.html


 

In 2016 it was estimated that there were 265 million guns in the United States. There are more 

guns than people in the United States. Half of those guns are owned by 3 percent of adults. Those 

“super-owners possessed an average of 17 guns each.  

 

https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/2016/09/22/study-guns-owners-violence/90858752/ 

 

SO, WHAT IS THE POINT? 

 

Well, citizens are apparently “unofficial” actors in public policy formulation, according to our 

textbook. They are only indirectly “at the table” in terms of working relationships among 

“bureaucrats,” lobbyists, and elected leaders. 

 

And yet, it is supposed to be all about us. We are the ones who have to live with policy 

decisions. PASSION (ardency) does not seem to be worth much in the context of power that is 

based on ORGANIZTION, MONEY, and the motivation to REMAIN IN OFFICE.  

 

In fairness, there is PASSION on both sides of the gun control/ mental health issue.  

 

WHILE THIS 30,000-FOOT VIEW OF THINGS is important, I want to steer this course toward 

EFFECTIVE POLICY ADVOCACY. And you don't need to work in DC to be an effective 

policy advocate. 

 

There are many ways to approach this. People often JOIN GROUPS to advocate for their policy 

preferences.  

 

But sometimes there is no existing group, so you either have to ADVOCATE ALONE or 

perhaps help build a group. 

 

Some of my students think it is necessary to create your own group. If there is already a group 

available, it may make more sense to join with others who are already organized. 

 

We tend to think in terms of HUGE UNDERTAKINGS such as . . . 

 

 The CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT in the U.S. 

 

 Addressing the Federal Government's FISCAL crisis (deficits and the debt). 

 

 Addressing GLOBAL WARMING.  

 

 Even possibly addressing the threat of advances in autonomous artificial intelligence. 

 

But what about “smaller” things that are also important, like . . . 

 

 The presence of carcinogens in drinking water? 

 

https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/2016/09/22/study-guns-owners-violence/90858752/


 The construction of cellular towers in residential neighborhoods? 

 

 The need for a neighborhood crime watch? 

 

 The consequences of construction upon surface water and flooding? 

 

 The quality of education in local public schools? 

 

 The lack of sidewalks and bicycle paths along city streets? 

 

 The construction of a natural gas and oil pipelines in sensitive environments? 

 

How do you effectively ADVOCATE for things like these to be addressed by government 

leaders and agencies? 

 

It is not always practical to run out and hire an attorney. 

 

It IS usually possible to REACH OUT TO OTHERS who may share your concern. 

 

Let me give you four personal examples. (It is not my intent to draw attention to myself here.) 

 

1) At age 16 I appeared before the City Council in Smyrna, Georgia asking that sidewalks 

be built for students attending the new high school.  

 

2) At about that age I realized that the grade of a new highway near Griffin, Georgia was 

dangerous and likely to cause fatal traffic accidents. I wrote to then-Georgia Governor Lester 

Maddox and asked that the grade of the new highway be changes. It was changed! (Perhaps not 

because of my letter.) 

 

3) At a university (where I taught previously) I was concerned about the removal and 

handling of asbestos from the ceilings of occupied buildings. I complained strongly. The work 

continued. I left. 

 

4) On this campus, I took a stand against unannounced active shooter drills in our classrooms 

several years ago. So far, it has not happened in classrooms on this campus. 

 

I think the point is that sometimes, advocacy works. (And sometimes it contributes to one’s 

“career mobility.”) 

 

If no one is willing to try, it is unlikely that anything will change for the better.  

 

 Advocacy sometimes takes courage and there is risk of some type involved.  

 

But often, it is just the matter of identifying something that needs to be addressed and 

speaking up in EFFECTIVE, REASONABLE ways to whoever can do something about 

the need. 



 

Having said that, do not expect that REASON ALONE will always win the day. There may be 

PEOPLE WITH VESTED INTERESTS in the status quo. It is not reasonable to assume that they 

will accept change just because your case is REASONABLE.  

 

SOCIAL MEDIA may help level the playing field. We may look into that later this semester. 

 

THIS IS NEW MATERIAL ADDED SEPT. 5, 2018. 

 

I am now aware of addition "actors" in the processes by which policy ideas are digested in a 

society. These are HUMAN TROLLS and AUTOMATED 'BOTS that try to sway public 

opinion ahead of elections and other important governmental actions. 

 

The Americal election of 2016? 

 

The Brexit vote? 

 

The midterm elections of 2018? 

 

Other elections in other democratic elections. 

 

A computer virus CAN jump between computer networks and human minds. CYBERSPACES 

are deeply connected with REALITY. Hacking does not just involved messing with electrical 

grids and financial systems.  

 

PEOPLE'S BELIEFS AND ATTITUDES can be hacked via computer systems (social networks) 

and ELECTION OUTCOMES can be affected and probably changed, either directly or 

indirectly.  

 

And this is a whole new dimension of "globalization."  

 

 


