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Select an early American person who had a hand in the era of the American Revolution, the 

creation and the ratification of the Constitution. I suggest one of the following. You may choose 

another person who lived in that era. 

 

James Madison, author of the Federalist number 10. 

Alexander Hamilton, who helped gain ratification of the Constitution in New York in 1788. 

Peter Salem, a soldier in the American Revolutionary War. 

George Washington, a general during the American Revolution who became the first president of 

the United States. 

Martha Washington, wife of George Washington. 

 

See the following: 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federalist_No._10 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexander_Hamilton 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/African_Americans_in_the_Revolutionary_War 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peter_Salem 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Washington 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martha_Washington 

 

Write a letter to the person you have selected (as if he or she could have read it as a message 

from his or her future). Make your letter personal, addressing him or her by first name. In the 

first paragraph explain why you have chosen to write to him or her (rather than another person) 

and acknowledge what you know about his or her life. 

 

In the second paragraph of your letter, tell him or her about your life in America in the early 21st 

Century. What has come of what he or she helped create so long ago? Identify the present 

challenges of American democracy today, as you see them through your eyes and your life 

experiences.  

 

Conclude your letter with a third paragraph including your thoughts about the future of the 

American political experiences as we approach the 22nd Century. What do you think is likely to 

become the future of this American experiment in self government? What do you hope for? 

What challenge of governance concern you, going into the future? 

 

End your letter, "Sincerely," and your name. 

 

To earn a good grade, your letter must be at least three paragraphs in length and include all the 

parts indicated above. It can be longer. 
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