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This list is intended to help you prepare for the final examination. Study your textbook and the 

speaking notes also.  

 

From chapters 5 and 6 of our textbook: 

 

interest groups ("factions") 

political parties 

professional lobbyists 

"bureaucrats" (people employed in government agencies/departments) 

iron triangle 

gerrymandered U.S. House districts (in Congress) 

Electoral College 

 

From chapter 7 of our textbook: 

 

Executive orders 

laws passed by Congress 

bicameral legislature 

elected people who see themselves as delegates of the people 

elected people who see themselves as trustees of the people 

caucus 

deference to committee chairs and sub-committee chairs 

majority party in a chamber of Congress 

minority party in a chamber of Congress 

consequences of majority and minority parties "flipping" following an election 

2-year terms of member of the House 

6-year terms of U. S. Senators 

incumbency 

 

From chapter 8 of our textbook: 

 

The symbolic or ceremonial role of a president of the U.S. 

Commander in Chief 

Executive orders of the president 

Powers of appointments to the agencies of the federal government  

Impeachment 

Powers of president to appoint federal judges and Justices of the Supreme Court (with consent of 

the U.S. Senate) 

The federal courts (including Supreme Court) as the evidence of the values of past presidents. 

 

From chapter 9 of our textbook: 



 

"The bureaucracy" refers to all the administrative departments, agencies and offices of the 

national government. 

The people who work in these departments answer to the president but depend upon Congress 

for their funding.  

The president's cabinet 

Budgeting and Congressional oversight 

A patronage system assures political accountability. 

A merit system (of government employment) is intended to assure that government employees 

are competent. 

Rules and laws. 

Regulation 

Implementation of policies 

Administrative discretion 

 

From chapter 10 of our textbook: 

 

Federal District Courts 

Supreme Court of the United States 

State courts 

Civil and criminal cases 

Role of the courts in interpreting laws 

Precedence as a form of public policy 

 

From chapter 11 of our textbook: 

 

civil liberties (limitations of government) 

civil rights (fairness) 

Bill of Rights 

Strict scrutiny 

Citizens are generally protect from actions by state governments in same was as civil liberties 

apply to the national/federal government. 

All civil liberties in application involve attempts to balance the needs of all with the liberties of 

individuals.  

 

From chapter 12 of our textbook: 

 

Public policy is what government chooses to do or not do. 

Policies must be implemented or enforced to make a difference.  

Incrementalism 

Citizens can help shape public policies, usually through joining interest groups. 

Difficult social problems may require complex policies. The more governments try to do the 

more likely it is that government actions will cause unintended side-effects. 

 

From chapter 13 of our textbook: 

 



Local governments -- counties, cities, school districts, and many others 

The states decide the powers of local governments. 

Political fragmentation 

The limited capacities of public administrations to "heal over" the consequences of political 

fragmentation. 

Local governments are not sovereign. 

 

Georgia Government and Constitution 

 

Date of current Georgia Constitution 

Design goals of 1983 constitution 

How Georgia Constitution can be amended 

Bicameral state legislature 

Terms of Senators and Representatives 

No term limits on Senators and Representatives 

Relevant culture and history of state of Georgia 

Significance of recent gubernatorial election in context of Georgia’s history 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


