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Our midterm examination will include the first four chapters of our textbook. Know the following terms 

and concepts. This may not include everything on the midterm examination, but I am not intentionally 

leaving any important things off this list. I anticipate that the midterm examination will be a 

combination of multiple-choice questions, short answer and one or more short essay questions. Possible 

essay questions are most likely to relate to the challenges faced in drafting and ratifying a new 

constitution; and the implications of federalism upon the complexity of our government; and/or how 

the national government seeks to influence state governments through grants. 

 

Democratic government 

Autocracy 

Monarchy 

Theocracy 

 

Direct democracy 

Representative democracy (a republic form of democratic government) 

 

Checks and balances among the branches of a democratic government 

 

Civic engagement 

Pluralism 

 

First Continental Congress 

Second Continental Congress 

Declaration of Independence 

 

The American Revolution war 

 

Meaning of a government being sovereign 

 

The Articles of Confederation 

Shays’ Rebellion 

 

The Constitutional Convention  

The challenges the men who attended the Constitutional Convention faced 

 In other words, the need and the limitations because of political realities and people’s values 

 

Virginia Plan 

New Jersey Plan 

Connecticut compromise 



 

The meaning of the ratification process (of the proposed constitution) 

 

Federalists 

Antifederalists 

The Federalist Papers 

 

The subjects of the seven Articles of the Constitution 

 

The Bill of Rights 

First Amendment 

Second Amendment 

 

Congress as the legislative branch of the national government 

Unicameral legislature 

Bicameral legislature 

 

The meaning of federalism (having a federal government) in terms of citizenship and in terms of the 

complexity of powers and responsibilities, in contrast to a UNITARY government. 

 

Differences in the meaning of REPRESENTATION in the House and the Senate (in the Congress). 

The Three-fifths Compromise. 

 

The early years in the evolution of Federalism in the United States 

The Era of Dual Federalism 

The Era of Cooperative Federalism 

The New Federalism and beyond 

Court cases included in speaking notes 

 

Categorical grants from the national government 

Block grants from the national government 

 

Traditional sources of political socialization in the United States 

Political ideologies 

Liberal and Conservative 

 

Public Opinion 

Public Policy 

 

Traditional sources of news/information 

Social Media 

 

Political efficacy 

Political alienation 


