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WHERE WE ARE 

 

 This is second class meeting. 

 We are in chapter 1 of our textbook. 

 I need to create your first "Imagine This" discussion post assignment, due Sept. 9 in 

GeorgiaView (D2L). 

 

NOTES 

 

Chapter 1 is about types of national governments and the theory of democratic government. 

 

 
Figure 1: Visual Model of Types of Government 

 

Nations are not elements of nature.  

 

The social state of nature is based on individuals, families and tribes. 

 

The state of nature has no money or modern economic system and no formal court system. 

Conflicts within groups are solved by systems of social hierarchy. Conflicts between groups are 

solved by violent conflicts between groups with different identities. 

 



In the absence of national governments, the globe would be like a collection of gangs and life 

would likely be short and violent. There would be no modern sciences or modern arts.  

 

I believe modern humans evolved in primitive conditions and that our brains are still "wired" 

largely for purposes of propagation and survival in primitive conditions. We have very strong 

instincts to have babies, to act upon motivations grounded in fear and the survival instinct. These 

mental patterns are evident in modern politics in the United States and other nations. 

 

Non-modern cultures have forms of leadership. A shaman is a person regarded as having 

spiritual connections and special powers of healing and leadership. But again, social groups are 

small and life largely consists of propagation, finding food, and survival.  

 

I believe our brains have evolved for many 

centuries, including those early times when the 

most important challenges were propagation 

and survival. Our emotions are shaped by what 

our distant ancestors experienced and faced.  

 

Ultimately, the human brain underpins all our 

modern organizations and institutions. And it 

shapes how we experience our lives and use 

our new technologies. 

 
Source: Pexels.com 

 

 

 

 

 

For hundreds of years humans have created and tried to maintain larger and more complex 

systems of social organization. At least two major questions arise. 

 

WHO RULES? 

 

HOW DO PEOPLE SURVIVE WHEN SURVIVAL NO LONGER DEPENDS ON 

CONTINUALLY HUNTING FOR DINNER? 

 

Well, in some nations, ruling is grounded in a family and leaders tend to be the sons (or 

daughters) of past leaders. This is called a Monarchy. 

 

In some other nations, religious leaders are the rulers. Essentially, churches and other religious 

organizations rule through their leaders. This is called a Theocracy. 

 

Some nations are ruled by dictators. This is sometimes called a Facist State. 

 



And some nations are governed by the people themselves, usually through people elected to 

office based upon a system of constitutional government and other systems of practice such as 

the rules by which political parties operate. This is called democratic government. 

 

I think the origins of DEMOCRACY were in Athens, Greece in the 5th Century BC.  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Democracy 

 

The basic idea is that "the people" (or at least a subset of them) are "sovereign," and rule 

themselves. 

 

Quotation by Winston Churchill of Great Britain. 

 

‘Many forms of Government have been tried, and will be tried in this world of sin and 
woe. No one pretends that democracy is perfect or all-wise. Indeed it has been said that 
democracy is the worst form of Government except for all those other forms that have 
been tried from time to time.…’ 
 

https://winstonchurchill.org/resources/quotes/the-worst-form-of-government/ 

 

The problem is that people with power over others tend in time to abuse that power. The notion 

of a "benign dictator" does not work out in practice.  

 

Many millions of people have suffered under corrupt and oppressive governments and have 

place great faith in the idea of democracy. Many have died in wars driven by the hope for and 

belief in democracy. 

 

DIRECT DEMOCRACY is the idea that people create and manage the institutions of 

government and participate in them directly. The problem with this is that it does not SCALE UP 

to involve large numbers of people. It could possibly be made operational today using modern 

technologies and social media. But I don't know anyone who is advocating for that. 

 

REPRESENTATIVE DEMOCRCY is the kind of democracy we practice in the United States. 

 

The "ground rules" are provided in the Constitution of the United States and in the Bill of Rights 

and the additional amendments. 

 

The basic pattern of government includes a political chief executive, a legislative body, and a 

court system. 

 

There is a SYSTEM OF CHECKS AND BALANCES intended to keep things running properly 

in case anything/anyone gets out of line. In other words, it is an attempt to create a system that is 

"better" than the people in it. We trust a system, even if we do not necessarily trust the people in 

the system.  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Democracy
https://winstonchurchill.org/resources/quotes/the-worst-form-of-government/


I believe that in order to be RESILIENT a system of government must be FLEXIBLE rather than 

rigid. Some others do not see it that way. The Constitution can flex through INTERPRETATION 

rather than a strict and literal approach to it.  

 

Probably the most "dangerous" aspect of the Constitution of the United States is the office of the 

Presidency.  

 

But the bedrock that has helped see our democratic system through over 200 years of turbulent 

history is our system of elections and the will of the people. "The people" has changed through 

the years. But if "the people" are not informed and wise; and if our system of elections is not 

properly managed, our nation is in trouble.  

 

The nation has been through multiple wars and other crises. We face challenges today unlike any 

previous challenge. It is more important now than ever before that citizens understand the system 

and how it should work. It is the collective wisdom of "the people" and the LEGITIMACY OF 

OUR ELECTIONS that form the bedrock of our democratic system of government. 

 

 

 

How do our brains and minds, shaped so long ago, cope with 

the challenges we face today. Does fear drive our political 

participations?  

 

Is it all about self interest? 

 

Does the common good arise up out of a system in which 

everyone is selfish and acts in his or her own perceived self 

interests?  

 

Can we sustain the delicate balance we call democracy? Is 

there something better we can move forward toward? Are we 

at risk of falling back into more primitive and violent times? 

 

 
Source: Pexels.com 

 

 

 


