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WHERE WE ARE 

 

 This is the third week of class. 

 Your first assignment is posted and is due Sept. 9 in GeorgiaView (D2L). 

 There is some quiz or something you must complete in GeorgiaView in order to have 

access to your courses. 

 I am only using GeorgiaView for submission of assignments. There are four assignments, 

in addition to midterm and final examination, as per the syllabus. 

 If you see things in GeorgiaView that do not align with the syllabus, go with the syllabus. 

 http://www.robertcat.net/fall2018/pols1101/site/1101syllabus.pdf 

 

 

CHAPTER 15 - CIVIC ENGAGEMENT 

 

To me, this is the "so what can we do about anything" chapter. 

 

Social media is the recent revolution in civic engagement. This does not mean that everything 

before is "out the window." It does mean that there is a major new element in the mix now. 

 

We have a representative democracy because direct democracy is IMPRACTICAL at the scales 

of thousands and millions of people. You cannot run a nation on the model of a tribe.  

 

Hopefully, the people elected to political offices in the United States are wise and caring people. 

But there is a tendency in human nature for powerful people to become arrogant and to begin to 

take advantage of their powers for their own purposes. 

 

The old idea was that ANYONE could run a government -- that running a government is a part-

time job and does not require specialized knowledge or a career of experiences.  

 

Well, we are far beyond a need for government by well-intentioned amateurs. It takes an unusual 

combination of personal attributes to be an effective elected leader. THE SKILLS NEEDED TO 

GET ELECTED do not necessarily align with the SKILLS NEEDED TO MAKE GOOD 

DECISIONS. 

 

Most of us will never run for political office or win an election. I once had the illusion that it is 

possible to bypass wealth and the "right" set of personal connection and leapfrog into a position 

of leadership based on knowledge and good will alone.  

 

 

 

 



It took one attempt to become a member of the U.S. Congress to cause me to realize . . . 

 

 I was not as smart as I thought I was. 

 It takes a lot more than good intentions. 

 I am not suited (by personality) to being an elected politician. 

 

In truth, 

 

 Money matters. 

 Highly social people are much more likely to win political office. 

 "Politics" is not primarily about rationality and reason. 

 We still live in a world in which on some occasions political engagement means 

participation in ugly protests. 

 

Yes, voting matters.  

 

 But I would argue that voting is largely symbolic.  

 Very few election outcomes turn on a single vote. 

 Yes, all adult citizens have the opportunity to vote once in each election, and in that 

sense, we are all equal. 

 But does uninformed voting improve election outcomes? 

 Does it make sense to vote just for the sake of voting? 

 Would higher rates of voting necessarily produce better electoral outcomes? 

 

There are additional ways to participate in CIVIC ENGAGEMENT.  

 

 To be aware of what is happening locally and in the world, the nation, and the state by 

watching and reading the mainstream news media. 

 By THINKING, and by testing your thoughts with a variety of people, including those 

unlike yourself. 

 Contribute money to SELECTED INTEREST GROUPS that lobby for causes your care 

about. 

 Encourage and support local political candidates you believe are good people and will 

become good leaders. 

 By identifying (especially at the local level) things that need to be addressed or corrected. 

Not every problem requires government intervention. 

 By taking care of yourself and your family so as not to require others to do so, if possible. 

 By joining with neighbors and others to really participate in self-government, as through 

neighborhood watch programs. 

 By writing a letter to the editor of the local newspaper when appropriate. 

 By learning EMPATHY and the ability to see things through the eyes of others. 

 

PLURALISM is the important idea that individual people join groups and that it is the 

interactions among organized groups that shape political decision making. Groups employ 

professional LOBBYISTS who talk to elected politicians.  



 

 Yes, groups can be more effective than individual voices.  

 But the organization itself may become a selfish enterprise, enriching those it employs. 

 Local groups may be more effective than very large groups with many thousands of 

members. 

 

 

Media do matter, of course. Roosevelt used the radio effectively. The shape of presidential 

elections was changed by television in 1960. This is a picture of the second of the four Kennedy 

and Nixon debates.  

 

 
 

Source: Wikipedia.org 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA is, of course, the new game in town.  

 

President Trump has taken the Tweeting to new levels. 

 

And Facebook™ has become the primary news source for many people today. 

 

Social media is the new war front in the world today because it can be manipulated by people 

and by automated systems using artificial intelligence. (Russia has plans for its “new world 

order,” and is on its way to making them reality.) 

 

Truth and facts were once considered to be objective things. Can democracy survive in an era in 

which large groups of citizens have their own different understandings of reality? 

 

CHAPTER 2 -- THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES 

 

In the 1700s England (Britain) was a nation with a vast empire. The nation had colonies in 

different parts of the world including what is now the eastern U.S. and in India. England had a 

large naval fleet and could move raw materials and products around the earth. The English 

language is still widely spoken today because of the British Empire. 

 



England was a monarchy and had a King.  

 

The colonies existed for the commercial enrichment of England.  

 

Spain was also a great nation and had colonies in South American and there were wars between 

the Great Britain and Spain, including the Seven Years' War. There was also a French and Indian 

War. (Ask a historian, please.)  

 

Suffice it to say the colonies in the New World existed for the economic exploitation of Britain, 

Spain and France and that DEFENDING the colonies from the other nations was an expensive 

proposition. 

 

The American colonists came here from England on boats to seek religious freedoms and with 

the hope of a better life. They encountered Native Americans who were the indigenous peoples 

of the land here. The Native Americans had tribes and nations. The colonists had guns and when 

disputes arose over land and other resources, the Native Americans often lost those disputes.  

 

The thirteen British colonies were Delaware, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Georgia, Connecticut, 

Massachusetts Bay, Maryland, South Carolina, New Hampshire, Virginia, New York, Rhode 

Island, and Providence. 

 

King George of England was not popular among many of the colonists. The colonists had no 

political representation in London, and were required to pay taxes on things bought from 

England, including even tea and tobacco products. 

 

From the British perspective, the colonies were a costly investment. They had to be defended 

from Spain in particular. It was costly to keep troops in the colonies, just as it is costly for the 

United States today to keep troops in South Korea and Germany, for examples. 

 

I am not a historian, but I reason that several of the major themes of the coming United States of 

American were already present in these times.  

 

 The attachment to possession of guns 

 The dislike and mistrust of a centralized government 

 A strong dislike of taxation and tax collectors 

 

Leaders from the colonies met in the FIRST CONTINENTIAL CONGRESS and then the 

SECOND CONTINENTIAL CONGRESS in Philadelphia PRIOR TO THE 

REVOLUTIONARY WAR. The delegates to the Second Continental Congress signed a 

DECLARATATION OF INDEPENDENCE prior to the American Revolution. 

 

The AMERICAN REVOLUTION raged from 1775 until 1783 when the Treaty of Paris formally 

ended the war between the colonists and the military forces of Great Britain.  

 



FRANCE got involved in the American Revolution and helped the colonists outlast the British 

forces. France had a Navy, which is rather important in time of war. I don't know the reasons 

why France got involved. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/France_in_the_American_Revolutionary_War 

 

Eventually, Great Britain gave up its claim to the 13 colonies, and the colonists found themselves 

freed from the King of England but "alone together" in a rather dangerous world with SPANISH 

forces nearby.  

 

There were now THIRTEEN NEW SOVERIGN NATIONS on the face of the earth. 

Government and defense do not automatically happen. But without much government and 

defenses they were not likely to remain nations for long. 

 

They did each have the skeletal from of government that has been set in place during the colony 

years. Each had the office of governor (colonial governors had been appointed by King George), 

a legislative body, and a primitive court system. This pattern of three-branch government became 

a building block of the coming Constitution. 

 

After the end of the American Revolution, leaders from the colonies met and THE ARTICLES 

OF CONFEDERATION was written and ratified in the 13 colonies.  

 

 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Articles_of_Confederation 

 

(Do not confuse the Articles of Confederation with the Confederacy of the Civil War era.) 

 

In other words, the thirteen new nations agreed to say, "We are in this together." But the 

collective government was very, very weak. One of the events that was evidence of the weakness 

and of the need for a stronger collective government was Shays' Rebellion, an uprising of four 

thousand unhappy people who attempted to seize the weapons in an armory in Massachusetts and 

apparently wanted to topple the government of Massachusetts. This event highlighted the fact 

that the collective government under the Articles of Confederation was very weak.  

 

In the summer of 1787 twelve of the states sent delegates to Philadelphia as a 

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION. (Rhode Island did not send anyone.)  

 

They almost faced a "MISSION IMPOSSIBLE." They knew they needed to create a stronger 

collective/central government that would be accepted by the citizens of the states, still leery of 

centralized government and probably unwilling to buy into (ratify) any agreement creating a 

powerful central government.  

 

To be continued . . .  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/France_in_the_American_Revolutionary_War

