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WHERE WE ARE 

 

 This is the fourth week of class. 

 Your first assignment is due in GeorgiaView this Sunday, Sept. 9. 

 Your second assignment is due in GeorgiaView on Sunday, Sept. 16. 

 Our midterm examination will be in class Sept. 25. 

 I plan to prepare a list of study suggestions for you soon regarding the midterm. 

 

LAST WEEK I spoke to you regarding civic engagement (chapter 15) and PLURALISM, the 

idea that people participate in our democratic government by joining groups that in term lobby 

for interests and causes to our ELECTED OFFICIALS in government.  

 

We then moved to Chapter 2 regarding HISTORICAL EVENTS leading up to THE 

DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE, THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR, and the creation of 

the ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION, SHAYS' RELLION, and to the CONSTITUTIONAL 

CONVENTION in the summer of 1787. 

 

CONTINUING NOW . . . 

 

The men who met in Philadelphia faced a kind of "mission impossible." The people in the 13 

nations did not much like government but their leaders realized that there was a need for a 

stronger CENTRAL GOVERNMENT (over and among the nations) to ward off foreign threats 

and domestic threats. The central government under the existing ARTICLES OF 

CONFEDERATION was not strong enough to support the individual nations.  

 

I think they also realized that there can be strength in numbers. It was the "we are better 

together" idea.  

 

Some of the men at that meeting favored small modifications to the existing Articles of 

Confederation. Others favored a much bolder approach.  

 

James Madison can to the meeting with a plan already in writing. It became knows as the 

VIRGINIA PLAN and contained many of the "design elements" we are familiar with today. His 

plan proposed that a president be chosen by members of a legislative branch which would be 

composed of two parts. (bicameral)  

 

The other proposal was the NEW JERSEY PLAN. This was more like the existing Articles of 

Confederation. The legislative branch would be unicameral and members of the legislative 

branch would chose a multi-person chief executive.  

 

 



 

 

  

  
New Jersey Plan -- The people are citizens of 

the existing states and the central government 

is a collection of states. 

The people are citizens of both the states and 

of the new central government. This approach 

in which both the state governments and the 

central government are sovereign (have an 

inherent right to rule, grounded in the people) 

creates a need to sort out the powers of the 

states and the powers of the central 

government. 

  

 

The system that we are familiar with today is the product of the GREAT COMPROMISE (also 

know as the CONNECTICUT COMPROMISE, which had attributes of both plans, but was more 

shaped by the more radical VIRGINIA PLAN. 

 

And, of course, the CONSTITUTION (as originally proposed at the meeting) was an attempt to 

anticipate what would happen in the future and to set out the ground rules about the divisions of 

powers between states and the central government (and about powers of three branches of 

government WITHIN the new central government).  

 

CHECKS AND BALANCES refers to the idea that it is possible to create a "good" government 

even if no one can be trusted with power. In other words, no one can do much without the 

cooperation of others.  

 

Notice here that DISTRUST OF PEOPLE AND GENERAL DISLIKE FOR GOVERNMENT 

have produced a complicated system of government which is INTENTIONALLY 

INEFFICIENT.  

 

This may have been adequate in the days in which information moved at the pace of a horse but 

(in my opinion) slow and inefficient political processes are not a match for the AGILITY needed 

by leaders to DIGEST INFORMATION and to MAKE IMPORTANT DECISIONS in the 

modern world. A dictator may not be a "good" leader, but a dictator has some advantages in a 



world in which information moves at near the speed of light and weapons, products and people 

move much faster than any horse. 

 

https://www.usconstitution.net/const.html 

 

ARTICLE 1 -- is about the Congress (the LEGISLATIVE BRANCH of the central government) 

 

ARTICLE 2 -- is about the EXECTIVE BRANCH (including the president and the agencies of 

the central government) 

 

ARTICLE 3 -- is about the JUDICIAL BRANCH of the central government, regional courts and 

the Supreme Court of the central government) 

 

ARTICLE 4 -- is about the state governments 

 

ARTICLE 5 -- is about how the Constitution itself can be amended 

 

ARTICLE 6 -- is about debts, supremacy and oaths 

 

ARTICLE 7 -- is about the original ratification process 

 

A constitution means nothing unless it is accepted by "the people" and approved/ratified by the 

state governments.  

 

TO MAKE A LONG STORY SHORTER, the ratification process took time and people wrote 

tracks that became known as THE FEDERALIST PAPERS, arguing in favor of the ratification 

of the proposed Constitution. 

 

The Federalists were leaders arguing in favor of ratification. 

The Anti-Federalists were leaders arguing against ratification. 

 

See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Federalist_Papers 

  

In order to address concerns, THE FIRST TEN AMENDMENTS were added to the proposed 

constitution during the period when ratification was being debated in the STATE 

GOVERNMENTS. 

 

The first two were especially important. 

 

Amendment 1 -- Freedom of Religion, Press, and Expression 

 

Amendment 2 -- right to Bear Arms 

 

The Founders/Framers decided if nine states ratified the proposed constitution they would 

declare victory and run with it. 

 

https://www.usconstitution.net/const.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Federalist_Papers


Delaware was the first. 

New Hampshire was the ninth. 

 

But it really could not happen without Virginia, and New York State being on board. 

 

Finally, North Carolina and Rhode Island got on board and the new nation was complete, as of 

1790. 

 

See https://bensguide.gpo.gov/j-states-

ratification?highlight=WyJjb25zdGl0dXRpb24iLCJjb25zdGl0dXRpb24ncyJd 

 

The state/nation of Rhode Island was the last to ratify the proposed Constitution. 

https://www.usconstitution.net/rat_ri.html 

 

EVERY MAJOR LAW AND EVERY MAJOR POLITICAL DOCUMENT involves 

compromise. Politics is the messy practice of seeing what can pass even if there no good solution 

is possible. 

 

Slavery was already being practiced, even prior to the REVOLUTIONARY WAR. The 

agricultural economy of the southern nations depended upon slavery.  

 

If the proposed constitution had tried to end slavery, it probably would not have been ratified.  

 

Article 1, Section Two, included a formula for how people who were slaves would be counted 

FOR PURPOSES OF REPRESENTATION in the LEGISLATIVE BRANCH of the central 

government. The southern states wanted them all to be counted. Some in the northern states did 

not want slaves counted because including them would give the southern states more seats in the 

House (part of the LEGISLATIVE BRANCH of the central government).  

 

The compromise was to count three-fifths the number of slaves for purposes of calculating 

representation in the House. This is a sad compromise and put off an issue that because a factor 

in the Civil War within about 60 years from the date of ratification of the Constitution. 

 

There were a number of early court cases about other issues. We can get into that next week 

when we begin to address the complexities of FEDERALISM, as set up by the new Constitution.  
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