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WHERE WE ARE 

 

 The midterm will include the first four chapters of our textbook, plus the relevant 

speaking notes. 

 The midterm is Sept. 25 in class. Study suggestions are available on course site. 

 As communicated by email, I moved the due date of the second writing assignment to 

Sunday Sept. 23, to give you more time to visit the writing center, if you want to. 

 We are “in” chapter 4 today, on political socialization and media 

 

NEW NOTES 

 

 

From his farewell speech to the nation: 

 

"I've spoken of the shining city all my political life, but I don't know if 

I ever quite communicated what I saw when I said it. But in my mind it 

was a tall, proud city built on rocks stronger than oceans, wind-swept, 

God-blessed, and teeming with people of all kinds living in harmony 

and peace; a city with free ports that hummed with commerce and 

creativity. And if there had to be city walls, the walls had doors and 

the doors were open to anyone with the will and the heart to get here. 

That's how I saw it, and see it still." 

 

Source: https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/011189i 

 

 

 
President Ronald 

Reagan 

Source: Wikipedia.org 

 

 

 "It is extremely dangerous to encourage people to see themselves as 

exceptional, whatever the motivation." 

 

"We are all different, but when we ask for the Lord's blessings, we must 

not forget that God created us equal." 

 

 

Source of picture: Wikipedia.org 

Source of quotation: http://www.cnn.com/2013/09/12/politics/putin-syria-editorial-

reaction/index.html 

 

 



Chapter 4 in our textbook is about POLITICAL SOCIALIZATION in the United States, and 

about the media.  

 

My initial thoughts about the chapter. 

 

 It seems very traditional. 

 It seems quite dated. 

 

There has been a revolution in media since most of this chapter appears to have been written. 

 

The chapter (to me) skirts around major relevant things like black protests against certain police 

actions, and concerns related to immigration. 

 

Much of what is in this chapter causes me to remember growing up in Georgia many years ago. 

 

The notion of the United States as a "melting pot" is still remember.  

 

The words "under God" were added to the pledge of allegiance to the flag in 1954. 

 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://blog.genealogybank.com/wp-

content/uploads/2016/06/springfield-union-newspaper-0615-1954-pledge-of-

allegiance.png&imgrefurl=https://blog.genealogybank.com/flag-day-under-god-added-to-pledge-

of-

allegiance.html&h=608&w=640&tbnid=nlWHX4zrmT4N3M:&q=when+was+%22under+God

%22+added+to+pledge?&tbnh=160&tbnw=168&usg=AFrqEzfAKdN8UUC6kHXR944SYj2G6

vz0QQ&vet=12ahUKEwjq0siUzsLdAhUBOawKHY6JAd8Q9QEwAHoECAYQBg..i&docid=r

zoq2V6x7uE0sM&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjq0siUzsLdAhUBOawKHY6JAd8Q9QEwAHoECAY

QBg 

 

The intent was clearly to further strengthen the tie between God and country in the United States 

and its future citizens. 

 

Is this a Christian nation, or is this a nation that embraces a diversity of religious beliefs and 

accepts and honors those who do not choose to have a religious affiliation? 

 

SOCIALIZATION is a neutral word. It is neither good or bad. Every nation (or group) socializes 

its members either explicitly or implicitly.  

 

The way our brains work, the first several years of life are critically important to our emotions, 

our values, and our beliefs.  

 

People do somethings change, of course. But the brain and the mind are deeply affected by 

childhood experiences. 

 

Religious ideas are important in creating one's IDENTITY. Even though one may shed doctrines 

later in life, most people cling tenaciously to the core identities established very early in life. 
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And those core identities become the major fissure lines with societies and among nations. 

 

I think it is natural and good that parents want their children to see a world in which there is 

good, "all the way up." But in many circumstances, it is impossible to feed that myth for very 

long. Many children discover painful things early in life.  

 

Our textbook says that children's first perception of country/nation is the president of it. What is 

the relevance of that today, especially in households that doubt the honesty of our President. 

 

We teach that George Washington was honest to admit that he had cut down the cherry tree; not 

the fact that he cut down the cherry tree. 

 

And we tend to gloss over the aspects of American history that we are not proud of. 

 

And beyond a point, the need to avoid COGNITIVE DISSONANCE kicks in. And we then filter 

or deny what does not fit into what we have learned and who we have become. 

 

ORIGINS OF AMERICAN EXCEPTIONALISM 

 

After WW-II Europe was in ruins and although many American soldiers died in the war our 

homeland was not destroyed. We had the wealth and ability to help other nations get back on 

their feet. In a sense, we were exceptionally lucky. Our leaders did what they thought necessary 

to end the War, and then tried to build a better world. The post-war American economy boomed. 

And we thought it was primarily because we as people were so good. 

 

I would prefer that our political leaders not be extremely religious people.  

 

I think there can be a healthy degree of belief in exceptionalism without risk.  

 

I am still not clear about things in a world in which communism is not the issue. ' A world in 

which Russia is religious and China appears to be capitalist.  

 

I am not comfortable with either the far left or the far right, and the idea that "fascists" can exist 

in each camp. 

 

I am not so concerned that Russia may have helped President Trump get elected, but that he is 

likely to be re-elected in 2020. 

 

Where is the political socialization that teaches citizens to REASON about things rather than 

vote based on religion or identity? 

 

Can people ever govern themselves who cannot or will not THINK DEEPLY about the world 

using A SYSTEMS PERSPECTIVE of things. 

 



And does the aggregation of small perspectives aggregate up to ENLIGHTENED DECISION 

MAKING at the election polls? 

 

An uninformed large crowd can guess the weight of a cow (collectively) pretty well. All the 

"wrong" answers tend to cancel each other out. 

 

https://www.npr.org/sections/money/2015/08/07/429720443/17-205-people-guessed-the-

weight-of-a-cow-heres-how-they-did 

 

Markets can be smart. When a "bad" barber moves to town, it does not take very many bad 

haircuts for people to learn to avoid him or her.  

 

Government needs "good" citizens. It also needs PROCESSES and INSTITUTIONS that work 

in good ways. 

 

The political party system is not part of the Constitution.  

 

In the age of BLOCKCHAIN and Bitcoin and so forth, can't we find a better way to decided the 

choice of party nominees in an election? 

 

BUT DO WE WANT TO? Do we trust our fellow-citizens? 

 

Is democracy under threat today in the world? 

 

Is there a better alternative? 

 

Is there a way to improve democracy? 

 

A democratic government needs informed (and kindly) citizens, and citizenship is tied to 

socialization. 

 

THE MEDIA 

 

I think social media is contributing to political polarization. 

 

It is frightening when we cannot agree upon facts. 

 

There is now a daily news cycle that runs faster than people can think and digest ideas. 

 

DELIBERATION takes time. It is a social process. We cannot even process all the "signal" 

coming in, much less participate in democratic decision-making processes. 
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