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CHAPTER 8 The Presidency 

 

The Founders were less invested in the Presidency than the Congress. I think they saw it as a 

necessary but potentially dangerous office. 

 

President Washington was elected president by members of the Electoral College selected by 

popular vote of those who were able to vote then. But now the process has become long and 

complex and involves many, many aspects that are not part of the Constitution. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_presidential_election,_1788%E2%80%9389 

 

There have "always" been two major political parties in the United States and it is the parties that 

decide the nominees. Formal party leaders were once powerful and work to insure that nominees 

for president (and VP) were "insiders."  

 

Now with media and social media candidates can promote themselves and "go around" party 

leaders. In a way, this is more democratic. It opens the way for candidates who may use fear 

tactics and mistruths to gain advantage if the citizens are willing to be lead this way. 

 

Presidents wear several "hats." 

 

A symbolic and ceremonial role: an example of the virtues of the nation. 

 

Commander in Chief of the armed forces -- civilian leader of all military forces of the nation. 

The president possesses the "nuclear football."  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nuclear_football 

 

The president is the chief executive officer of the entire BUREAUCARCY based in Washington, 

D.C. 

 

In time of war or tragedy, we look to the president for hope, wisdom and inspiration.  

 

EXECUTIVE ACTIONS 

 

EXECUTIVE AGREEMENTS 

 

EXECUTIVE PRIVILEGE 

 

WHAT ARE THE SOURCES OF THE POWERS OF A PRESIDENT (AND OF THE 

PRESIDENCY ITSELF) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_presidential_election,_1788%E2%80%9389
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nuclear_football


 

Generally NOT grounded in the Constitution. 

 

The powers of the presidency have gradually evolved over two centuries.  

 

POWER OF USE OF MEDIA 

 

The "bully pulpit" of Theodore Roosevelt -- the power of a singular voice rather than a chorus 

(as per Congress). 

 

POWERS OF APPOINTMENTS  

 

While "patronage" has been substantially addressed since the late 1800, the president still 

appoints the highest-level leaders of the agencies of the national government, and federal judges.  

 

So doing, he or she can modify the zeal of an agency and its employees and, indirectly, affect 

budget processes "feeding" the agencies. 

 

The power to appoint Justices of the Supreme Court (with consent of the Senate) is a HUGE 

power. 

 

POLICY AGENDA POWERS 

 

Can propose laws to Congress and has the power to veto laws passed by Congress. 

 

PARTY POWERS 

 

The president of the United States is de facto leader of his or her political party, even he or she 

did not arise from within it. 

 

----------- - 

 

At least one textbook identifies the presidency as the DANGEROUS branch of government.  

 

Perhaps we ask too much of our presidents. They are not saints and they are not all-knowing. No 

one can do "everything" with excellence. 

 

We still seem to face the dilemma faced by the FOUNDERS. The office is needed but is 

potentially problematic.  

 

Any president can be IMPEACHED, but REMOVAL from office is unlikely. 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Impeachment_in_the_United_States 

 

And what if a president refuses to give up office voluntarily after four or eight years in office? 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Impeachment_in_the_United_States


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Twenty-second_Amendment_to_the_United_States_Constitution 

 

The federal courts (including the Supreme Court) are not well able to lead. They almost always 

REACT to events. The courts have no coersive powers of enforcement.  

 

Congress is seriously dysfunction today. Five hundred and thirty-five people cannot lead a 

nation, especially in time of crisis.  

 

The character and honesty of a president is one of our most valuable natural resources in a world 

of strife and problems. He or she is, "the face of America." His or her words is the word of the 

United States of America. Perhaps we have made the road to the presidency too long and too 

difficult. Perhaps the most qualified people are among those to conclude that the road is too long 

and too difficult. 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Twenty-second_Amendment_to_the_United_States_Constitution

