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WHERE WE ARE 

 

 Your final examination will be in class on December 4. 

 I plan to prepare a list of study suggestions for you, regarding the final exam. 

 

IN THE NEWS 

 

Democrats will be the majority party in the U. S. House in the new session of Congress 

beginning in 2019. The House “flipping” two years following the first election of a new 

president is common.  

 

Republicans added four additional members in the U. S. Senate. To me, this is evidence of the 

popularity of President Trump. The Republican party is now, “the party of Trump.” The “Tea 

Party” with its emphasis on fiscal responsibility appears to be out of favor. When it comes down 

to a choice between tax cuts or concern about the debt, tax cuts win. 

 

The new Speaker of the House will probably be Nancy Pelosi. She and President Trump are 

likely to have difficulty working together. She will only have a small majority of party members,  

 

Now, with “divided government,” President Trump will probably blame Democrats in 2020 

(when he runs for re-election) for “gridlock” in Washington and the inability to get many things 

done. 

 

As of the time I am writing this, Stacy Abrams is refusing to concede the race for governor in 

Georgia. However this works out, it seems to me that her campaign has helped create a new path 

for the future of our state. She ran as a liberal Democrat in Georgia, which is remarkable. 

 

 

My tentative thoughts about recent events: 

 

Brian Kemp has resigned as Secretary of State, following the election. As Secretary of State he 

was responsible for managing the election in which he ran for Governor. In my opinion, Georgia 

needs to upgrade and modernize its elections infrastructure (old machines) and the election for 

the Governor’s race probably should be done again.  

 

The day will come when we will vote online. Yes, there are some risks in that. But any system of 

elections involves some risks. Is the fact that the maintenance of voting systems is left to each of 

the 50 states a good thing or not? 

 

People's life experiences shape them but do not necessarily define them or dictate how we think. 

 



Race is important and affects people's life experiences. 

 

We should not assume that people think a particular way because of their race. 

 

The path forward does not deny differences but accepts diversity in society. 

 

The fact that a reporter's question to the president is black does not make her question racist, 

even if it involves race.  

 

The fact that a judge is Hispanic does not mean he cannot be fair to President Trump. 

 

The fact that the president is white and believes in nationalism ("America First") does not make 

him a white nationalist, although some people see "nationalism" as "code" for "white 

nationalism." 

 

President Trump apparently favors a world order in which each nation fights for its own best 

interests, as per competition and evolution.  

 

I believe in something more like a Nash Equilibrium, in which we acknowledge that it is in the 

interest of America for other nations to be successful also. For example, it is in the interests of 

the United States for the economy of Mexico to become stronger.  

 

See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nash_equilibrium. 

 

I believe that the policies of the United States should incorporate SUSTAINABILITY; both 

economic sustainability and environmental sustainability. We should not "party" at the expense 

of future generations.  

 

The Republic party has become the party of Trump. For now, the members of the Tea Party 

movement have been displaced. No one seems to be focused on FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY 

now. The national debt DOES matter because paying interest on the debt will continue to eat into 

the budget from year to year. Just as a family cannot live on credit cards forever, a nation must 

learn to live within its means.  

 

Maybe the Russia investigation should be put on hold. If leaders of Russia intend to undermine 

American democracy, an attempt to impeach President Trump might just be playing into their 

hands. Our democracy is fragile now. We do not want a second American civil war. If President 

Trump wins re-election without evidence of continued interference by Russia or others, then I 

think we should look forward and not backward.  

 

We need to improve our system of elections and secure our elections infrastructure. People need 

to know that votes are counted accurately and cannot be hacked electronically. Is it best that the 

states control elections and maintain elections infrastructures? 

 

Democracy requires faith in the collective wisdom of the American people.  It is risky because 

populations can be moved by media and social media.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nash_equilibrium


 

Journalism is important. The President appears to want to be loved by the media as every child 

needs the love of a mother. References to the media as "the enemy of the people" are dangerous. 

If facts and truths become subjective, then democracy itself is at risk.  

 

Hearing scheduled in Albany after Abrams' campaign files complaint against Dougherty County 

 

http://www.walb.com/2018/11/08/abrams-campaign-files-lawsuit-against-dougherty-county/ 

 

 

CHAPTER 12 REGARDING PUBLIC POLICY (and the implications of the national debt). 

 

Public policy is what government(s) decides to do (no not do).  

 

Laws are only one form of public policies. Court decisions are public policies. Rules made by 

regulatory agencies are public policies the force of law.  

 

There are MANY public policies, in part because there are so many government jurisdictions. 

 

Many laws and other policies have been “on the books” for many, many years and many are no 

longer IMPLEMENTED or enforced.  

 

Most policies are the result of SOMEONE perceiving there to be a public problem that some unit 

of government can and should address. But for an issue to lead to a public policy, it must “get on 

the agenda” and some kind of DECISION has to be made as a law or otherwise. 

 

The policy-making process tends to be INCREMENTAL. It usually moves forward over time in 

small steps. Occasionally, policy changes in LARGE STEPS, as following the events of 

September 11, 2001.  

 

A decision to go to war used to be a major policy decision, although Congress has not declared 

war since the beginning of WW II. It seems now that the United States is on one endless “war on 

terrorism.”  

 

The BUDGETARY PROCESSES have major implications for public policy. It is not necessary 

to change the laws to “starve” the agencies/departments responsible for the 

IMPLEMENTATION of programs pursuant to laws and other policy statements. Very little or 

nothing gets done when the money stops arriving to the departments and agencies of 

government. 

 

Policies apply AT ALL LEVELS OF GOVERNMENT. 

 

A small city like Wayne, Nebraska has local policies about the height of fences and the kinds of 

pets permitted in city limits, for example. Some places have policies about pet pigs and pit bulls 

as pets, for example. 

 



 

Policies often differ among the states.  

 

Generally speaking, FEDERAL policies take precedence over local policies. EDUCATION 

POLICY, for example spans all three levels of government. There needs to be 

COORDINATION of efforts among the levels of government. 

 

MONEY AND POLICY are tightly tangled together. Categorical grants are an example.  

 

POWER AND POLICY are certainly also tangled together. Government mandates are an 

example. 

 

=========== = 

 

We would hope that public policy decisions are made based on REASON. Sometimes POWER 

is more important than REASON when public policy decisions are made.  

 

I think the best way to address a difficult social problem is to identify the POLICY GOAL and 

then to sub-divide it into multiple CRITICAL SUCCESS FACTORS. Then identify what actions 

government can take to try to address the critical success factors, which are also goals.  

 

Some of the government interventions are likely to have UNINTENDED CONSEQUENCES. 

Then the question becomes, how can the unintended consequences be prevented or otherwise 

addressed?  The key is to keep government’s role as simple as possible. The more government 

does the more likely it is to create additional problems. 

 

Here is a VISUAL MODEL of a possible policy initiative to “discourage” people from running 

red lights at traffic intersections. 

 

 



 

How citizens can become involved in advocacy for new policies. 

 

1. Work through existing groups and pay dues that help pay professional lobbyists. 

 

2. Speak up and write a letter to the editor of the local newspaper. 

 

3. Create a blog or participate responsibly in social media. 

 

4. Participate in peaceful protests. 

 

5. Be sure to address an issue to the appropriate unit of government. Working at the local 

level is relatively easy, even for an individual. It is more difficult to reach policy makers at the 

state and national levels. 

 

6. Try to work with individuals first. Learn the ground rules. This is not about “you.” This is 

about promoting the cause.  

 

 


