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WHERE WE ARE 

 

 Your final examination will be in class on December 4. 

 I distributed and posted a partial list of study suggestions for the final on Nov. 18. 

 I am not including chapter 14 on U.S. foreign policy. 

 We are required to give attention to the Constitution of the State of Georgia. This is in 

response to a state law passed long ago. 

 

IN THE NEWS 

 

Stacey Abrams has said that Brian Kemp’s election to be governor is legal but not legitimate. I 

don’t know the details, but it does strike me as odd that a Secretary of State running for 

Governor has the power to manage the election. It may not be unusual, but given the history of 

race relations in Georgia it is probably something that should be addressed.  

 

I believe that Ms. Stacey Abrams has a political future and that she has helped pave the way for 

others (not only blacks) to run as liberals in Georgia.  

 

GEORGIA AND THE CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF GEORGIA 

 

Our textbook has included frequent references to the State of Georgia and its governments. 

 

http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/government-politics/georgia-constitution 

 

Each state in the United States has a constitution because the states are sovereign entities. State 

constitutions cannot “over write” the national constitution. But they can fill in details and they 

tend to reflect the CULTURE AND POLITICAL CLIMATE of state government. 

 

Our present CONSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF GEORGIA was ratified in 1983. Over time, 

state constitutions that are amended frequently become large and “messy.” People want things 

(including things with only local relevance) put into the constitution because, once there, those 

provisions are difficult to change.  

 

The 1983 constitution was intended to be brief, clear and flexible. It is only about half the length 

of the previous (1977) constitution and was written in less technical language.  

 

This page provides information about the government of the state of Georgia. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Government_of_Georgia_(U.S._state)#State_government 

 

http://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/government-politics/georgia-constitution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Government_of_Georgia_(U.S._state)#State_government


We have a BICAMERIAL legislation (House and Senate) that meets each year for about three 

months (beginning in January) in the Georgia State Capitol in Atlanta. Members are paid 

relatively little for their service. Both senators and representatives have two-year terms. There 

are no term limits.  

 

The state budget is passed every two years. 

 

Here is some additional information about the state and its heritage. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portal:Georgia_(U.S._state) 

 

Until the 1980s almost all Georgia’s elected leaders were (conservative) Democrats. That 

changed in the 1980s, with profound implications for the Congress at the national level. 

 

What I observed working as Assistant Journal Clerk in the Georgia House of Representatives in 

the 1970s was that most House members were responsible. There were a number of “characters” 

among them.  

 

There was a clear divide between “North Georgia” and “South Georgia.” “North Georgia” was 

the metropolitan Atlanta area, and “South Georgia” was pretty much everything south of Atlanta. 

Agricultural interests were “South Georgia” interests. 

 

There was a big fuss about the entry of lotteries into Georgia. It took years to come, primarily 

because of opposition from ministers and congregations.  

 

Georgia Power (The Southern Company) had great power then and now, no pun intended. 

 

It is only very recently that Georgia laws have been more inviting to solar energy. 

 

https://insideclimatenews.org/news/14062018/georgia-solar-power-renewable-utility-scale-

clean-energy-investments-2018-election 

 

Here are some other related websites. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Law_of_Georgia_(U.S._state) 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elections_in_Georgia_(U.S._state) 

 

IN CONCLUSION (as I see it) . . . 

 

Georgia is a proud state and people here are grounded in history, religion, and conservative 

values.  

 

The major political party was Democrat because President Lincoln was a Republican and there 

were many “memory of memories” dating back to the Civil War era and the days of 

Reconstruction. 
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Atlanta was the home of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and his family.  

 

Atlanta is one of the most successful large cities in the world. 

 

I think Georgia Tech in particular is an innovative world-class university that draws many 

international students and has earned a global good reputation. 

 

While there is still some personal and institutionalized racism in Georgia, there are many 

evidences of progress and success. 

 

The combination of business, industry, agriculture and technology contributes to a relatively 

good economy and tax-base in Georgia. 

 

While things change slowly, I see evidence of progress in Georgia regarding social and 

economic realities.  

 

Georgia has been good to me through the years. To me, it is and will always be, “home.” 

 

 

 

  

 


