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Answer EITHER question 1 OR question 2 below; AND answer question 3, drawing on your 

knowledge and critical thinking skills. EACH answer should be at least TWO solid, well-written 

paragraph. Respond to each part of each questions you choose to answer. Put you name on your 

work. Submit your work (as a Microsoft Word or Adobe pdf file) on or before the due date in 

GaVIEW. Respond to all parts of each of two questions selected. 

 

It appears to me that the author (Dwyer) is making a case that the cycle of black poverty (evident 

among many and not all black citizens of the United States) is the consequence of a cycle of life 

events that tends to repeat itself among many poor black families and their children. Not all 

blacks in the United States are part of this cycle, of course. But the numbers who are (especially 

in some urban areas) are large enough that stereotypical attitudes and prejudices  of others based 

on those who are in the cycle spill over onto others in negative ways, including even black 

Harvard professors who when dressed casually may be viewed by others with suspicion, even 

when entering their own homes or when driving costly automobiles.  

 

If I understand this correctly, Dr. Dwyer sees the consequences of poor parenting as the most 

critically important link in the cycle because the prenatal months and the first weeks, months and 

years of a child's life are of critical to a child's neural (and physical) development, include self 

discovery, emotional well-being, attunement, attachment and other mental functions that set the 

child up for success or not.  

 

1. Would you favor a return to the common economic realities of the 1950s in which men 

were systematically paid more than women, allowing ordinary men doing ordinary jobs to earn 

enough income to support a family (with a wife not having to be employed outside the home) 

and making it easier for women to find and marry men financially able to support a wife and 

children? (Assume that adequate numbers of "ordinary jobs" for men are available.) Identify an 

unintended consequence of such a change in policies today. Explain your answer. 

 

2. Would you favor a variety of socialism in which family members (especially biological 

mothers) would be (somehow) paid by government to provide quality childcare for their own 

children, rather than working outside the home? What might be an unintended consequence of 

such a change in policies today? Explain why or why not.  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Socialism 

 

3. Anticipating what Dr. Dwyer in the first two chapters appears to be preparing to 

recommend needed changes to public policy intended to break the cycle described, do you think 

either of the policy alternatives shown above (or a combination of both together) would be 

adequate to end the cycle? Do you think that the cycle will end if addressed at one point only, or 

do you think that multiple (or all) aspects of the cycle must be addressed simultaneously by a 

successful comprehensive public policy? Explain you thoughts.  


