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WHERE WE ARE 

 

 This is our first class meeting. 

 We will continue to meet this way every week on Wednesday at 6 p.m. Eastern unless 

otherwise announced. 

 Assignment 1 is due Sunday, February 24 in GAVIEW. 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS 

 

GaVIEW is our learning management system. All assignments MUST be submitted there. 

Otherwise I will lose them.  

 

If you see important mistakes send me email, please. 

 

I plan to keep office hours in Zoom from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. weekdays. My home telephone is 

229 255-1548. I prefer email, please. 

 

bruce.neubauer@asurams.edu 

 

This is our textbook.I do not know if it is at our ASU bookstore or not. 

 

Dwyer, James G. (2018). Liberal child welfare policy and its destruction of black lives. New 

York: Routledge. ISBN-13: 978-0815363279 Available to rent in Kindle edition at 

Amazon.com: ISBN-13: 978-0815363262 

 

NOTES FOR THIS WEEK 

 

Please read (and think about) CHAPTER 1.  

 

Your first assignment is a discussion post and replies due in Week 3. The post is due (in 

GaVIEW) on Thursday, August 27 and two replies are due by Sunday, August 30. I have not yet 

written this assignment. 

 

Some personal reflections: 

 

The typical textbook begins with several chapters on the policy cycle and so forth, and chapters 

on specific policy levels (like energy policy) cast at the national level. 

 

Most of us will never go to Washington and address national policies from that level. And those 

few who do, are apparently not doing it very well. 

 



I probably lack some cultural or political sensibilities. Most people (and cars) have blind spots. 

My heart is right and I ask you to help me understand things that I may not understand. I am 

learning also. I do not pretend to know it all or to be a perfect person. There are several 

important life experiences that I will never know.  

 

While the author of our textbook focuses on blacks in the United States, I think many of the 

things he writes about are reflected in other populations also, including many poor whites. Life is 

hard except perhaps for those born into rich, functional families.  

 

I was born at a good time, following WW II. I was an only child. My family was not rich and I 

remember my share of problems in childhood. I managed to get a good education here in 

Georgia, before the costs of education became so high. My grandmother, father and mother all 

died in nursing homes in Georgia, paid for by Medicaid. I have avoided many of the problems 

others experience, such as addictions. I have my own issues and face my own challenges. 

Thankfully, I was not drafted and sent to Vietnam during that war.  

 

I am no expert regarding the experiences of blacks in the United States. I grew up in Cobb 

County Georgia in the 1950s and 1960s. There were few blacks there then. The public schools I 

attended were not integrated because there were very few people of minority groups who might 

have integrated into them, beyond Josè and his little brother. I played on the sidelines of life.  

 

We are each the products of a genes and our experiences, especially our early childhood 

experiences. The social problems we face in the United States are evident (with variations) in 

many parts of the world. We can send things to the moon, Mars and beyond. And yet we remain 

stuck in ancient problems. Our brains were shaped trying to eat and not be eaten by other 

species. We have exited most natural systems but lack much capacity to create sustainable 

systems beyond nature. We have run out of land to conquer. The earth has a capacity, and we 

have exceeded it. There is something about the moon that causes our leaders not to want to return 

there now. And, in my opinion, Mars is not a viable new frontier. We may in fact be alone in the 

universe. (Given the vastness of space, we might as well be alone in the universe.) I think we 

better figure out how to live together here and not trash the planet in the process.  

 

"Policy" refers to all the decisions governments make (or do not make). Democratic governments 

are perhaps the most impossible and unreasonable. I do not believe the sum of interests arrives at 

the common good, or to reason. Politics is grounded in power, not so much in reason. But I 

prefer imperfect governance to the alternatives. This is about the children and beyond. 

 

Let me make a comment about the "policy cycle."  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Policy#Policy_cycle 

 

If you search online for "images of policy cycle" you will find many of them. The basic idea is 

that someone identifies a problem and decides that "government" should do something about 

this. The issue may get on the "agenda" of some unit of government. Some law or policy may be 

created. Some program may be created, or the new policy implemented in some way. Results 

happen, for better or worse. The outcome may get evaluated. If somebody is still unhappy, the 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Policy#Policy_cycle


cycle begins again. If no one is unhappy enough to push it back onto some government's agenda, 

that is the end of it, at least for a while. 

 

In reality, it is not this neat and clean. Issues often "simmer on the front or back burner" for 

years. Often it takes a crisis for anything to be decided and implemented.  

 

Also, policy is not always a matter of political legislation. AGENCIES OF GOVERNMENT 

often have the powers to create and implement policies themselves. At the national level (in the 

U.S.) this is done pursuant to the Administrative Procedures Act of 1946. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Administrative_Procedure_Act_(United_States) 

 

So, if you think something should change, you must understand "where" to address your 

concerns, and proceed strategically to promote change. 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Administrative_Procedure_Act_(United_States)

