
PADM 5781 

Week 1 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This course proceeds on the proposition that SYSTEMS THINKING can help inform the design 

and implementation of public policies. Courses in public policy are frequently taught from the 

perspectives of political science. But systems thinking is the key to the design and 

implementation of policy decisions that may actually make a positive difference in the long-term. 

The public policy problems we face are really hard. They are complex and sometimes are said to 

be, "wicked." Politics is not the art of wisdom. It can become the art of illusion -- appearing to 

solve problems without actually doing so. This is because simple (linear) solutions often wind up 

exacerbating the problem policy decisions people are attempting to solve.  

 

Democracy itself is imperfect. The design of our political systems in the United States and other 

nations is dysfunctional. But without some understanding of systems thinking, we will all just 

fall into making simple decisions (with good intentions) and trying to implement programs that 

are likely doomed to fail. Walls are not the answer. Denial is not the answer. Conspiracy theories 

are not the answer. Even reason may not be the answer, but at least reason is on the correct path. 

 

Systems thinking contains insights we need to make public policy formulation successful in the 

long-term. It can guide us toward the answers we need to the most challenging of the social 

problems we face such as homelessness, health care, and global warming. The question is 

whether or not systems thinking can be successful in political environments. In a world in which 

we cannot escape politics, can we find hope in systems thinking? Hopefully, yes. Success is not 

assured. But it is better to see and to have fallen short then to have never seen.  

 

READING ASSIGNMENT 

 

If you have the textbooks, please read the first chapter of each textbook. If not, please get the 

textbooks by next week. 

 

Social Problems: Continuity and Change - Chapter 1 

Systems Thinking for Social Change -  

 

MEDIA LINKS 

 

Science should be at the centre of all policy making by Professor Ruth Morgan 

https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-56994449 

 

Wicked problem (Wikipedia.org) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wicked_problem 

 

Wicked problem (Wikipedia.org) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Climate_change 

 

https://www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-56994449


ASSIGNMENTS 

 

Please read the textbook assignments above, and the media links above. 

Please refer to the SCHEDULE document for this course; and to the SYLLABUS for 

assignments. Assignments are due in GaVIEW by Sunday ending this week. 

 

 


