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INTRODUCTION 

 

Making the explicit choice 

 

Regarding making a specific choice in a situation that demands a public policy decision to be 

made, Stroh skirts around the complications by assuming that the challenge to choose between 

some specific action and continuing the status quo. The status quo, whatever it is, is the product 

of some existing system. It is probably not an intentionally designed system, because its 

"solution" is not desired. But there are probably stakeholders who are satisfied by the status quo. 

The status quo is probably less costly to perpetuate than any alternative system will be to initiate. 

If there are only two choices the calculation of costs and benefits (and to whom) is relatively 

straight forward. It may be possible to compensate those who will be hurt by the change, in favor 

of some larger good intended by the proposed change. 

 

But Stroh fails to address how the avoid "analysis paralysis" in a view of the world in which 

everything is connected to everything else. The number of possible direct and indirect results of 

any decision is likely to be huge. In this instance, Herbert Simon would recommend satisficing. 

Our bounded rationalities preclude attempts to optimize our decisions. But when we come upon 

a proposal that appears to be better than the status quo and that is "good enough," then go with it. 

Try to anticipate the possible direct and indirect consequences. But we don't have the luxury of 

building simulators for everything. Make a decision; give it a run; and see what happens in the 

real world. Make incremental adjustments based upon what happens and who screams. Charles 

Lindblom called this, "the science of muddling through." I guess the lesson is when in doubt, 

name it and call it a science.  

 

Given the huge complexity that systems thinking can foster, I think Stroh would embrace 

muddling through so long as one's muddling is informed by systems thinking. This might be 

called bounded systems thinking; or perhaps, enlightened muddling. 

 

READING ASSIGNMENT 

 

If you have the textbooks, please read the first chapter of each textbook. If not, please get the 

textbooks by next week. 

 

Social Problems: Continuity and Change - Chapter  

Systems Thinking for Social Change - Chapter 9 

 

MEDIA LINKS 

 

The science of "muddling" through -- Charles E. Lindblom 

https://www.proquest.com/docview/522114712?pq-origsite=gscholar&fromopenview=true 

 

ASSIGNMENTS 



 

Please read the textbook assignments above, and the media links above. 

Please refer to the SCHEDULE document for this course; and to the SYLLABUS for 

assignments. Assignments are due in GaVIEW by Sunday ending this week. 

 

 


