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INTRODUCTION 

 

Effective advocacy in the public sphere means informing other citizens about some possible need 

for a public policy that is important to you. An individual citizen may call his or her elected 

representative (at the local, state, or even national level) directly. But it is more common for 

people to reach out to others like themselves and form groups for purposes of policy advocacy. 

In some political jurisdictions citizens can collect signatures on petitions to have policy issue put 

on the local ballots in the next election. This is a form of DIRECT DEMOCRACY rather than 

the usual methods of REPRESENTATIVE DEMOCRACY. The problem with this method is 

that the measures on the petitions are often not written in proper legal form.  

 

In any case, groups with large numbers of members (and lots of money) are more likely than 

others to get what they want regarding changes in public policies. It is important to realize that 

interest groups are not the same as political campaign committees. Interest groups (such as the 

National Rifle Association, do not usually recruit candidates to run for elected offices. The 

support an issue -- not so much candidates. And most interest groups focus on one particular 

issue. Political parties (like the Democrats and the Republicans) must deal with a wide variety of 

issues. Political parties do recruit candidates and help finance their political campaigns. 

 

For purposes of this course, please think about how you and your like-minded friends could 

organize at the local level to try to get a local government to create a new policy or change an 

existing policy. For example, should there be a policy that tries to prevent people from blowing 

leaves and grass trimmings into streets where the yard waste enters storm-water drains? Should 

people be prevented from changing their own oil in their cars, and pouring the old oil on the 

ground? Should red-light cameras be used to penalize drivers from speeding through school 

zones? What could you and your friends do at the local level to try to influence these kinds of 

policy issues? What could you do to reach other citizens, and how would you do it? How can 

you reach both the minds and hearts of people? 

 

Once your cause gets on the "agenda" of one or more official government bodies, then public 

advocacy shifts to political lobbying. In political settings, make sure you target elected leaders 

and others who have the positions and powers needed to make a difference. You need to 

understand how the city council or state legislature works. Professional lobbyists have these 

skills. The chambers of Congress, and state legislatures are divided into subject-area committees, 

which are further subdivided into subcommittees. Committees and subcommittees have chair-

persons. The chairs often have specific abilities to promote or oppose specific pieces of proposed 

legislation. Professional lobbyists and others focus on trying to persuade these people. Most state 

legislatures are similar to Congress regarding how legislative bills can become laws. 

 

READING ASSIGNMENT 

 

See media links below, and find others regarding related themes. 

 



MEDIA LINKS 

 

 

Initiatives and referendums in the United States (Wikipedia.org) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Initiatives_and_referendums_in_the_United_States 

 

Advocacy Group (Wikipedia.org) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Advocacy_group 

 

Methods used by advocacy groups 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Methods_used_by_advocacy_groups 

 

Public policy advocacy: Five steps, five strategies, five things to remember by Nancy Amidei, 

For the Washington State Coalition Against Domestic Violence 

https://wscadv.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/06/Public-Policy-Advocacy.pdf 

 

Procedures of the United State Congress 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Procedures_of_the_United_States_Congress 

 

ASSIGNMENTS 

 

Please read the textbook assignments above, and the media links above. 

Please refer to the SCHEDULE document for this course; and to the SYLLABUS for 

assignments. Assignments are due in GaVIEW by Sunday ending this week. 

 

 


