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This assignment does not relate directly the our textbook and the major themes of this course. 

Having said that, there are networks of relationships among aspects of public policies in the 

Unites States and within places. 

 

This assignment relates to the "Albany Metropolitan Area" (including Dougherty and Lee 

Counties) in SW Georgia. Vehicle emissions testing of cars and other vehicles registered in 

Dougherty and Lee counties is not required. Emission testing is required in the greater Atlanta 

area. 

 

Vehicle emissions contribute to asthma and related medical conditions among humans, including 

children.  

 

Older vehicles and vehicles that have not received regular oil changes are likely to produce 

excessive amounts of air pollution and may fail emissions tests without expensive repairs. One 

car in poor running condition may produce as much pollution as 100 other vehicles in good 

condition.  

 

Some major metropolitan areas require that owners of most vehicles based there have their 

vehicles tested for levels of emissions annually. One vehicle with high rates of exhaust  

emissions can pollute the atmosphere far more than many vehicles in good condition. The intent 

of these requirements is to cause owners of vehicles that do not pass emissions testing to either 

repair their vehicles or discard them. The required repair may be a simple as a tune-up of the 

engine. On the other hand, the required repair may be very costly, including rebuilding the 

engine. Relatively new vehicles are exempted from testing because it is unlikely that they have 

an emissions problem. Antique vehicles over 20 years old are usually also exempted from 

required testing. 

 

In Georgia, people living in 13 metropolitan counties are required to have their vehicles 

emissions-tested annually. The cost of testing per vehicle is up to $25 (performed by garages that 

are licensed inspection stations), paid by the owner of the vehicle.  

 

Although Albany, Georgia is a small metropolitan area with substantial traffic and traffic 

congestion, the state government does not presently require emissions testing for vehicles 

registered/based in Dougherty County or Lee County. The sale of used cars is a major area of 

business activity in the Albany area including several large used car dealerships and many 

smaller used car dealerships.  

 

Dealers selling used vehicles in the Albany metropolitan area are NOT required to perform 

emissions test on the used vehicles sold. Dealers selling used vehicles in the Atlanta 

Metropolitan Area ARE required to perform emissions tests and CANNOT sell a used vehicle at 

retail if it does not pass emissions requirements. This creates a situation in which new car dealers 



in the Atlanta area take used vehicles in on trade (which cannot easily pass emissions testing) 

and those vehicles go to dealer auctions where they are bought by used car dealers in Albany and 

other places without required emissions testing. It is likely that some of the used vehicles sold 

and operated in and near Dougherty County were brought here to be sold because they have 

emissions problems and cannot be sold in their present condition in the Atlanta area. For 

purposes of this assignment, assume that this is a substantial number of relatively cheap used 

vehicles.  

 

The following websites may be useful as you think about this assignment. 

 

https://www.cleanairforce.com/motorists/emissions-testing/ 

 

https://ehp.niehs.nih.gov/doi/pdf/10.1289/ehp.02110293 

 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4243514/?_escaped_fragment_=po=20.4000 

 

https://www.epa.gov/mobile-source-pollution/research-health-effects-exposure-risk-mobile-

source-

pollution#:~:text=Motor%20vehicle%20emissions%20contribute%20to,and%2For%20immune

%20system%20damage 

 

https://www.cleanairforce.com/motorists/frequently-asked-questions/ 

 

IMAGINE that a bill is introduced into the Georgia Legislature to require annual emissions 

testing in Dougherty and Lee Counties, with provisions like those in the metropolitan Atlanta 

area.  

 

ASSUME the following list of hypothetical organized stakeholders.  

 

"The Albany Association of Pre-owned Dealers" 

 

"Albany Families for Clean Air and Heathy Children" 

 

"Albany-area association of independent mechanics" 

 

For each of the hypothetical organizations above, TYPE INTO the forms on the page(s) below. 

Make the boxes as large as needed.  

 

Save the Word file and upload it to the correct box in GAVIEW on or before the due date. PUT 

YOUR NAME IN THE FILE YOU SUBMIT. 
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"The Albany Association of Pre-owned Dealers" 

 

How likely are the members of this organization likely to feel affected by this proposed 

legislations? 

ANSWER HERE (expand box as needed) 

 

 

 

 

Are the members of this organization likely to favor a change in  public policy that requires used 

car sold in the Albany area to be required to pass emissions testing? 

ANSWER HERE (expand box as needed) 

 

 

 

 

 

Your explanation of why or why not. 

ANSWER HERE (expand box as needed) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

"Albany Families for Clean Air and Heathy Children" 

 

How likely are the members of this organization likely to feel affected by this proposed 

legislations? 

ANSWER HERE (expand box as needed) 

 

 

 

 

Are the members of this organization likely to favor a change in  public policy that requires used 

car sold in the Albany area to be required to pass emissions testing? 



ANSWER HERE (expand box as needed) 

 

 

 

 

Your explanation of why or why not. 

ANSWER HERE (expand box as needed) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

"Albany-area association of independent mechanics" 

 

How likely are the members of this organization likely to feel affected by this proposed 

legislations? 

ANSWER HERE (expand box as needed) 

 

 

 

 

Are the members of this organization likely to favor a change in  public policy that requires used 

car sold in the Albany area to be required to pass emissions testing? 

ANSWER HERE (expand box as needed) 

 

 

 

 

Your explanation of why or why not. 

ANSWER HERE (expand box as needed) 

 

 

 
 

 

RUBRIC 

 

Assignment submitted on time AS Word or 

Adobe .pdf file 

[  ] no 

[  ] yes 

 

STUDENT NAME typed in to file [  ] no 

[  ] yes 

 

Reasonable assessment of interests and 

position of "The Albany Association of Pre-

owned Dealers" 

 

[  ] no 

[  ] unreasonable, noncommittal or confusing 

[  ] incomplete or needs development 

[  ] okay 



 

 

Reasonable assessment of interests and 

position of "Albany Families for Clean Air and 

Heathy Children" 

 

[  ] no 

[  ] unreasonable, noncommittal or confusing 

[  ] incomplete or needs development 

[  ] okay 

 

Reasonable assessment of interests and 

position of "Albany-area association of 

independent mechanics" 

 

[  ] no 

[  ] unreasonable, noncommittal or confusing 

[  ] incomplete or needs development 

[  ] okay 

 

 


