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WHERE WE ARE 

 

 Assignment 4 is due in GAVIEW on April 18. 

 The final exam is due in GAVIEW on May 2. 

 I do not plan any additional live online meetings. 

 I am available to you by email. 

 

Albany Commissioner Demetrius Young made an amazing presentation to us recently. Let me 

reflect here on some of the things he said. 

 

He talked about how advocacy to prevent the construction of a liquor store near a resident area in 

South Albany contributed to his becoming active politically. 

 

He affirmed the importance of explanation and reason to citizens. I think he sees himself not as a 

power broker but as someone who listens to citizens and tries to explain "how things work" to 

them. 

 

He emphasized that anyone trying to influence public policies must understand WHO to teach 

out to. It is not a matter of just "screaming." It is a matter of working your network of human 

contacts. It is a matter of knowing HOW important decisions get made. 

 

Because he is a City Commissioner, people come to him with all kinds of requests. He does not 

want to encourage the idea that he can FIX specific things for everyone by shortcutting 

departments and procedures. He tells people what they can do for themselves. After they do their 

part to work the system of city government for themselves, if they still have a problem, he tries 

to intervene for them. 

 

He will try to help even if someone's request is not within the range of his responsibilities. 

 

The question arises when COMMUNITY BUILDING or ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT come 

first. There is not a clear answer. They are related and feed off each other. 

 

Although he made his career as an IT person, he seems to like the INTENSE 

INTERPERSONAL responsibilities of an elected official. He seems happy. Part of his present 

success is his use of his knowledge of technology and information systems.  

 

------------ - 

 

I do not recall that he addressed his personal relationships with other elected leaders and 

administrators. I did not question him about that. But what I kept thinking as he was speaking 

was that professionals (and elected leaders and public administrators in particular) must always 



remember that THIS IS NOT PERSONAL. Sometimes, issues do become personal. But the 

person you disagree with today is the person you are going to need (and have to work closely 

with) tomorrow.  

 

Former Speaker of the U.S. House of Representatives John Boehner has written a new book 

about his experiences.  

 

https://nypost.com/2020/09/22/john-boehner-reveals-wild-front-cover-of-new-tell-all-book/ 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=79ClfIChqs8 

 

Sometimes, it can become very personal, as indicated in the book. 

 

 -------- - 

 

My impression is that Mr. Young is a very good public servant and has the personality and 

temperament needed to continue to be a excellent elected leader and public servant. I honestly 

said that I respect, admire and appreciate him very much. 

 

 

 

 


