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WHERE WE ARE 

 

 This is our second class meeting. 

 We will continue to meet this way every week on Wednesday at 6 p.m. Eastern. 

 

GENERAL COMMENTS 

 

In you have not done so already, please read the syllabus and week 1 speaking notes carefully. 

If you are having difficulty with GaVIEW you can access the course home page directly on the 

Web here. 

 

http://www.robertcat.net/gdrive/spring2021/padm5781/site/index5781.html 

 

However, you MUST complete discussion forums and submit assignments in GaVIEW. 

 

RELEVANT THOUGHTS ABOUT TODAY'S  INAUGURATION 

 

Political leaders can certainly shape public policy. That is largely their responsibilities. They can 

set the THEMES by which public policies are made. 

 

There can be a kind of RECURSIVE RESONANCE  between citizens and political leaders. 

Their thoughts feed off of one another like harmonic vibrations.  

Once a pattern of standing waves becomes relatively stable, it can become strong and long-

lasting. 

 

The pattern created by former president Trump and his associates is different from the pattern 

created by many Democrats. I am talking about MENTAL patterns shared by large numbers of 

people and evident in both traditional media and the "new" social media.  

 

NOTES FOR THIS WEEK 

 

Please read (and think about) CHAPTER 1.  

 

Please accept that I am learning also and that learning often involves some risk taking. A good 

learning environment is one in which "students" can safely explore new ideas and new ways of 

"seeing." A punitive environment is conducive to fear of expression. Learning involves trust of 

others. 

 

To the best of my present knowledge we are going to approach chapter by chapter, in the order 

of the chapters. In other words, begin with chapter 1 and keep going. 

 

http://www.robertcat.net/gdrive/spring2021/padm5781/site/index5781.html


This is sensitive and may be controversial material. I want you to respect each other and respect 

me. We can disagree in professional and caring ways. As previously stated, I am not here to try 

to tell you what you must think. Public policy involves BELIEFS and VALUES. The scope of 

"beliefs" is not limited to religious beliefs. Honest women and men of good will can certainly 

disagree about beliefs and values and can do so in kind and professional ways.  

 

We have each been shaped by our life experiences.  

 

As I said last week, the author of our "textbook" often refers specifically to black families in the 

United States. I believe that particular conditions and behaviors are not limited to a particular 

race; and that members of a race or gender to not all share the same traits or have the same 

behaviors. 

 

Do not share what you are not comfortable sharing. We can speak of our 

experiences and how they have shaped our beliefs and our values. This class is 

not therapy. It is a study and consideration of public policy, using an important 

area of public policy for teaching/learning purposes. 
 

Because we have so many governments in the United States, there are likely to be many 

"policies" about the same things. When you cross a state line, what constitutes criminal behavior 

may change. You are still you. But the consequences of your location matter. Variations in laws 

and policies among jurisdictions help keep attorneys employed. 

 

Also, citizens live under the laws and policies of both the national/federal government and our 

state government. We have DUAL CITIZENSHIP under our system of FEDERALISM.  

 

Again, I understand a POLICY to be whatever a government (or an agency/department of 

government) decides to do or not to do.  

 

Not every decision is a policy. But I believe every policy is based in a decision. 

 

If a city government, for example, denies a rezoning request to create a new cemetery within city 

limits, that is a decision. If it decides that there will be no new cemetery within city limits, that is 

a policy. A policy is a decision with general applicability. 

 

A particular decision may appear to create a precedent. But a precedent is not a policy. Some 

things are decided on a case-by-case basis.  

 

POLICY DECISIONS are usually grounded in politics/power. Hopefully, REASON is involved. 

But power prevails. That is why elections are important.  That is why rules regarding how 

decisions are made matter. 

 

Not every policy decision is made by elected leaders. Decisions made within 

agencies/departments of governments can also be policies, with the consequences of law. There 

are rules about how administrators can use their ADMINISTRATIVE DISCRETION at the 

national level and similar rules within the states.  



 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Administrative_Procedure_Act_(United_States) 

 

Ultimately, elected political leaders can trump administrative rules/regulations; and court 

systems can trump both laws and regulations. 

 

--------- - 

 

Let me offer some thoughts about child care and foster care in the United States as related to 

poverty and cycles of poverty in the United States. 

 

I am certainly not an expert in this area and do not claim to be. 

 

I believe the author of our "textbook" is writing that foster care and welfare policies in the United 

States are failing to solve the problems they are intended to remedy and that progressives/liberals 

need to rethink major policies in these areas. 

 

Others have come to the same conclusion. 

 

Policies and programs intended to achieve particular goals can lead to unintended effects and 

sometimes the more governments try to do the more they may exacerbate the unintended 

outcomes. 

 

Policy areas can overlap with one another. Foster care for children overlaps with several other 

areas of public policy. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_on_poverty 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Personal_Responsibility_and_Work_Opportunity_Act#:~:text=The

%20law%20was%20a%20cornerstone,a%20cycle%20of%20poverty.%22%20After  

 

I think that framing a policy as a "war" is probably not a good idea. 

 

And there is no guarantee that there is an acceptable solution to every major social or economic 

problem humans face. 

 

Let's not jump in deeply to this area of public policy deeply this evening. I want to approach this 

rationally and not too emotionally right now. Think before you write in the first Discussion 

Forum. Let your feelings guide your use of your critical thinking skills.  

 

Even politics can be understood rationally, realizing that power does not equal reason. 

 

Let me make quick reference to QAnon and the possible relationship between conspiracy 

theories generally. We each have mindsets regarding how the world works. Reasonable people 

can differ in our mindsets. But "outrageous" ideas inserted into social media and public discourse 

can certainly affect both the perception of public policy and public policy itself.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Administrative_Procedure_Act_(United_States)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_on_poverty
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Personal_Responsibility_and_Work_Opportunity_Act#:~:text=The%20law%20was%20a%20cornerstone,a%20cycle%20of%20poverty.%22%20After
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Personal_Responsibility_and_Work_Opportunity_Act#:~:text=The%20law%20was%20a%20cornerstone,a%20cycle%20of%20poverty.%22%20After


 

Religious belief systems affect public policies also. Consider, for example, some common 

attitudes toward Jewish people and attitudes toward the nation of Israel.  

 

 

 

 


