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WHERE WE ARE 

 

 This is the fourth week of the semester.  

 We are "in" Chapter 2 of the book by Dywer. 

 NEXT WEEK we have an "Instructional Day Off" and will not meet virtually or 

otherwise on Feb. 10. 

 ASSIGNMENT 2 is due February 23. Please go ahead and work on that, to be submitted 

in GAVIEW. 

 

 

CHAPTER 2: HOW WE PERPETUATE THE CYCLE 

 

I "re-rented" the book from Amazon.com and realized why I chose this book in the first place. 

 

Chapter 2 is important and Dwyer repeats this content in subsequent chapters.  

 

He is basically saying that public policies (and the implementation by government agencies) are 

not adequately helping infants and young children. 

 

Humans come into this world very dependent upon adults, needing peace, love, and security in 

their early years, and many are not getting it. 

 

He seems to say that once "damaged" in early life, people are very likely to replicate the 

conditions into which they were born and the cycle repeats into the next and coming generations. 

 

The focus of his concerns regard black children and black families in the United States.  

 

TWO VERY IMPORTANT THINGS. 

 

 Not all black families are dysfunctional.  

 

 Certainly not all dysfunctional families (and "damaged" children) are black. 

 

This is not just about the consequences of poverty.  

 

Humans have an innate preference for the familiar, even over the better.  

 

Also, when we are raised by our biological parents, "nature" tends to build upon "nature."  

 

Ideally, one's mother is one's ideal provider. But the world is often not ideal. 

 



Babies are naturally "attuned" to their mothers in infancy, even if the mother is unable to provide 

the care a baby needs. A baby needs someone to bond to especially. That person may be a foster 

parent or an adoptive parent. But in foster care, the child may move from one foster parent to 

another, while "the system" waits for the biological parent(s) to become able to care for the child, 

which may be a very long time, or never.  

 

I will occasionally refer to myself (as a former child) and to my family of origin.  

 

According to Dwyer, the cycle begins/repeats when a woman who is not ready or able becomes 

pregnant. 

 

She may not receive prenatal medical care for herself and her child. 

 

She may live in very stressful conditions. 

 

The child may become an early delivery. 

 

The child may be exposed to dangerous and addictive things while in utero. 

 

If the birth happens in a hospital, the mother and child are likely to be discharged before the 

child begins to experience drug withdrawal sensations.  

 

The mother may or may not have a good family support system. 

 

The biological father may or may not be present to provide financially and help otherwise. 

 

 

According to Dwyer, money cannot help break the cycle, as important as it is. 

 

According to Dwyer, existing public policies (and their implementations) fail to either "save" the 

child or to break the cycle. 

 

To Dwyer, the solution is to remove children from dysfunctional parents and dangerous 

neighborhoods as quickly as possible, and find suitable ADOPTIVE parent(s) as quickly as 

possible, while natural bonding processes are still possible.  

 

Chapter 2 

 

How we perpetuate the cycle 

 

 Dysfunctional parents 

 Toxic communities 

 Irreputable harm for life 

  Trauma is cumulative over a lifetime 

 Money cannot help 

 



 

Pre-natal harm 

 

 Stressful experiences of mothers 

 

 Living conditions lead to addictions while child is in utero 

 

 

The state’s bad decision making 

 

 Many states do not have birth matching laws. 

 

 Case worker are more likely to "side" with the wishes of biological parent(s) rather than 

 with the interests of the child. 

 

 Beyond an age, it becomes unlikely that the child will be adopted or EVER know a stable 

 dependable home as a child. 

 

 The child is likely to "age out" of the foster care system at 18, and be unable to be 

 successful as an adult in the world. 

 

ANOTHER NOTE 

 

From what I have been reading, stress produces trauma and trauma is CUMULATIVE over time. 

Yes, human have some RESILANCE and there are therapies intended to reduce the effects of 

trauma. But, "the body remembers" and whatever we can do the reduce childhood and other 

traumas, the better. I take some issue with Dwyer's references to becoming "permanently 

damaged." But then, neither he nor I are psychologists. As often, the truth is probably 

somewhere in the middle.  

 

 

 


