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Hello. How long have you been teaching public affairs courses?  Are  your students now 

different than in the past? Are you looking for news ways to engage their motivations and 

interests? My name is Bruce Neubauer. What can we call this current generation of students? 

Perhaps they are "Generation Screen."  

 

Generally speaking, they don't read lengthy assignments. It can be difficult to engage them in 

scholarly discussions. Most of my students are employed and some have multiple jobs.  Many 

have children. They live busy, complex and chaotic lives. My favorite explanation for missing a 

class was, "my donut was flat." In comparison with my classmates I remember from my own 

graduate school experiences years ago, Generation Screen seem not to be as patient, persistent 

and well-prepared for graduate studies.  

 

I still use the classic textbook of cases, original articles and commentaries that has been widely 

used in public administration courses for years. Frankly, for these students, the cases are too 

long, and the articles are dry and foreign. I sometimes feel that I am doing almost all the work in 

the introduction "scope" course, and that many of students are either engaged or inspired.  

 

As a consequence, I am continually searching for innovative approaches to public affairs 

education. The "Ask Me Why I Care" video project by Professor Mary Hamilton, Rita Paskowitz 

and others associated with University of Nebraska at Omaha caught my eye recently and I am 

presently incorporating those videos into my "scope" course, with some success. I am assigning 

my students to write their own public service short stories. I am asking them to use their 

imaginations and creativities to create short stories derived from my students' impressions of real 

people featured in the "Ask Me Why I Care" videos. I only began teaching through story-writing 

this in the spring of 2016.  

 

I am seeing the potential of this approach when working with Generation Screen. I am having 

more meaningful conversations with my students while introducing them to the content to be 

included in the introduction course. And it can be fun! I feel better able to relate to my students 

as a person. I see in at least some of them becoming more excitement about learning. 

 

The purpose of this online tutorial is to help you learn to introduce story writing into one or 

move of your public affairs courses. You may discover that introducing a story-writing 

assignment will change how you and your students experience your course. A story-writing 

assignment can change the nature of your interactions with your students. If you have lost some 

of  your joy in teaching, this may breath new life into your teaching spirit. 

 

And let me say here that I have a vision of what may come of this. I have a passion for building 

linkages among our NASPAA-accredited programs involving student collaborations between 

and among programs. Professor Thomas Sinclair (of Binghamton University) and I have 

experimented with collaborative assignments. Assignments that require student collaborations 

across campuses can work, but it is challenging when a collaborative assignment is an academic 

paper and the two programs have substantially different missions and admissions standards. I am 



thinking now that collaborative public service story-writing assignments small groups of students 

at different universities may create opportunities for student collaboration that is more 

accommodating of differences in academic backgrounds. My hope is that several public affairs 

educators will participate in an experimental assignment in collaborative story-writing across 

campuses beginning in the fall of 2016. If you are interested, please let me know. My e-mail 

address is bjneubauer@gmail.com. 

 

 


