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If you are interested, let's try something even more innovative than giving our students public 

service story-writing assignments individually. Beginning in the fall of 2016 let's try our hand at 

our student's writing stories in collaboration across programs. Our students can benefit from 

working with others at a distance. I would like to explore with you the possibility of my MPA 

students at Albany State University (an HBCU in Southwest Georgia) working with some of 

your students this fall. I think story-writing may be an ideal means by which pairs of students 

representing two programs can form into teams of four working across distances, programs and 

even cultures. This could become an important step toward weaving the fabric of a network of 

collaborative relationships among students in NASPAA-accredited programs on a national or 

global scale.  

 

The key is that we keep this simple and that we approach it with the creative, innovative spirit 

we hope our students will embrace. I think it should be a relatively low-stakes assignment so as 

not to generate distress among our students. We can even make it an optional assignment, in lieu 

of another, more traditional, assignment in our respective courses. I see story-writing groups of 

four, composed of pairs of students from programs. A group of four gives each student a local 

colleague. Four is a good number to help assure a diversity of perspectives without creating 

complex patterns of collaboration among students. At some point in the future, we might 

experiment with teams of six -- three pairs of students, involving three programs. 

 

If you are interested, let's collaborate on this project beginning in the fall of 2016. If your 

planning horizon is long, then perhaps spring of 2017?  Please let me know of your interest. My 

email address is bjneubauer@gmail.com. 

 

Thank you.  


