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Problem Identification and Policy Advocacy 
Spring 2017 
Dr. Neubauer 
 
Write AT LEAST ONE OR TWO SOLID PARAGRAPH in each of the four three first-level APA heading 
identified below. The paper must be written and formatted in APA style as explained below.  Citations, 
references, headers, and page numbers are not required. However, if you need to make attributions, do 
so using APA style for both citations and references. Your name must appear on the first page. Please 
use an APA style cover page. Submit your paper in D2L as either a Word document or an Adobe PDF file 
by the due date in the syllabus. Here is a guide to APA style.  
 
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/2/10/ 
 
In your paper, identify a problem that you believe to be a need for a public policy, at the national, state, 
local or organizational level. Explain the problem and why you believe a new policy is needed and the 
relevant unit of government. What is the problem or opportunity that you believe needs to be 
addressed as a matter of policy? What is the goal that your proposed policy would be intended to 
achieve? BEGIN WITH THE PROBLEM, NOT THE POLICY PRESCRIPTION. This assignment is about 
identification and initial advocacy only. 
 
I STRONGLY advise you to talk with me about the problem you identify before writing this assignment. 
Failure to select an appropriate problem to possibly be addressed via public policy will result in your 
having to start over again and you turning in the assignment late, with a grade penalty.  
 
This assignment is not intended to address the details of how the policy would be designed and 
implemented. Focus on the identification and explanation of a need for a policy; and on how to 
advocate for your identified need for a policy. 
 
After you have identified a need for a policy, provide strategies for effective ADVOCACY for your policy 
proposal. There are at least three “faces” of advocacy. You may need to frame the advocacy for your 
policy proposal depending upon the audience you are addressing at a given time. If you propose to 
advocate for your policy in a governmental setting (national, state or local), you will need to anticipate 
how to frame policy advocacy for different audiences, including the general public; a political chief 
executive (president, governor, mayor, chairman of a county commission); and members of a legislative 
body (Congress, state legislature, city council, county commission).  
 
For purposes of this assignment, assume that the relevant political chief executive has personal values 
and a political affiliation such that he or she is likely to be open to your idea., and that key members of 
the legislative body include elected people with conservative social and fiscal values. In the present 
political climate these officials are likely to be Republicans. 
 
Your paper does not require an abstract. The first-level headings in your paper must include the 
following. Second or third level headings are not required in this assignment. Keep the structure of your 
paper simple. Citations and references are optional. 
 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/2/10/


Cover page – Create a standard APA style cover page. Do not include content not required ay APA style.  
 
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/ 
 
Page numbers and running head are not required. 
 
Use proper APA level-one heading. ( see https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/16/) 
 
You don’t need an abstract for this assignment. Have a one-paragraph introduction. According the APA 
style, there is no level-one heading for an introduction. It is okay to included one in this paper. 

 
Identification and Explanation of a Problem  

and Identification of Relevant Unit of Government 
 

Second  APA level-one heading. 
Identification of Appropriate Unit of Government and Political Chief Executive 

Third Second APA level-one heading. 
Statement of Advocacy appropriately Framed to Relevant Political Chief Executive 

Fourth Third APA level-one heading. 
Anticipated Response from Political Chief Executive including his or her Possible Concerns 

Rubric: (based on possible grade of 100) 
 

 Missing or very weak Needs development 
 

Good to excellent 
 

Correct use of APA 
cover page, level-one 
headings, spacing, 
margins, and font 

minus 10 minus 5 minus 0 

Well written sentences, 
paragraphs, spelling 
and grammar 

minus 10 minus 5 minus 0 

Clear and reasonable 
identification of a 
needed policy in the 
context of this 
assignment; and the 
political context 
(national, state, or 
local) 

minus 50 
WILL REQUIRE 
STARTING OVER 

minus 20 minus 0 

Reasonable framing of 
advocacy to the 
political chief executive 

minus 10 minus 5 minus 0 

Reasonable 
anticipation of 
concerns of political 
chief executive 

minus 10 minus 5 minus 0 

 

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/16/

