
PADM 5781 

MIDTERM EXAMINATION  

Due in D2L on or before February 20 21 24, 2017 

Dr. Neubauer 

 

Note: this examination is intended to align with the first two course learning objectives, as follows: 

 

Program course objective 1: To identify and explain specific social needs worthy of policy interventions. 

 

Program course objective 2: To identify the usual stages in the policy formation process and to identify 

likely actors and their self-perceived relevant interests.  

 

Instruction: Complete this assignment and put in D2L on or before the due date. Write carefully and 

formally. Use clear paragraph structure as indicated in the questions. Put your name on your work. 

Number your answers in order. It is not necessary to repeat the questions. 

 

1. The policy cycle begins with a social problem somehow getting onto the “agenda” of a 

government. To get on the agenda it needs to be a problem that is within the scope of the government. 

And somebody has to feel strongly enough about it to advocate for it.  

 

Identify and describe an issue/problem that has fairly recently gained its place on the agenda of a unit of 

government at the local, state or national level. (one paragraph) 

 

Identify “who” has taken the initiative to help get it on the agenda of a government and their motivation 

for doing so.  (one paragraph) 

 

What is an apparent means by which this issue has gotten on the agenda of a government? In other 

words, has an interest group pushed for it? Has someone used the traditional media (newspapers, etc.) 

or social media to help push it on the political agenda? Be as specific as you can. You can choose an 

issue that is presently “in play.” Or you can choose an issue that has been addressed through a decision 

or the creation of a policy. (one or more paragraphs) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


