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Go to the Amazon.com web portal and find the following book. 

 

Thinking points: Communicating our American values and vision 

by George Lakoff 

 

Use the “Look Inside” feature. 

Select “First Pages” 

Select the “First Pages” feature and read everything available in the free preview of the book. 

Continue to read all available pages including the “Lessons from Cognitive Science” section. 

 

Do the same with the following book: 

 

Metaphors we live by 

by George Lakoff and Mark Johnson 

Use the “Look Inside” feature. 

Select “First Pages” and read everything available in the free preview of the book. 

 

Your assignment is as follows. Write your essay. Put your name on it. Put it in the D2L drop box on or 

before the due date. 

 

In the first paragraph, clearly and specifically identify a social program that you think needs additional 

funding. Or identify what you perceive to be a need for a new social program. Not all social programs 

are “welfare,” but welfare programs are social programs. Identify your policy proposal specifically. Make 

it a social program. 

 

In the second paragraph, explain (to me) your thoughts about the need for the social program in a way 

that makes sense to you. If you are relatively liberal/progressive, you are likely to frame your 

explanation in terms of values such as compassion and fairness.  

 

In the third paragraph, imagine that you are trying to persuade a group of people with very conservative 

values (political, social, and probably both) that your policy idea (above) is a good idea. Frame your 

presentation to such an audience using words that have positive associations to people with 

conservative mindsets. The key here is to use words that trigger positive networks of semantic 

associations (largely unconsciously) in the minds of people with conservative political values. For 

example, “investment” is one such key word. This part of your assignment can be more than one 

paragraph. 

 

In the final paragraph, continue to address your conservative audience, using a well-chosen metaphor to 

make your point and conclude your speaking to them.  


