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Instructions: Answer ALL of the following questions. Put you name on your work and submit 

you work in D2L on or before the due date. You may use additional resources but DO NOT copy 

or otherwise plagiarize sources. Submit either a Microsoft Word file, or an Adobe .pdf file. Use 

the proper box in D2L. 

 

1. What is an iron triangle in the context of public policy formulation? Identify three major 

formal actors (represented as an iron triangle). Explain how high-level public administrators in 

the agencies of the national/federal government participate in their relationships with others. In 

other words, what do they want and what do they offer? (at least three solid paragraphs) 

 

 An “iron triangle” refers to a set of working relationships involving one or more elected 

politicians, one or more interest group lobbyists, and one or more public administrators in a 

government agency. Public policy decisions are often shaped by such sets of working 

relationships. 

 

 In other words, public policies are the result of political negotiations not only among 

elected people but involving lobbyists and people who work in government agencies. The fact 

that public administrators are involved is evidence that there is no dichotomy between politics 

and administration. Although not elected, a good public administrator can be a good “politician.” 

 

 Public administrators want to influence policies that are relevant to the agencies in which 

they work. When new politics are created (which will have to be implemented) they want the 

policies to make sense. They don’t want the elected people prescribing exactly how to implement 

the policy. Primarily what administrators “bring to the table” is information and their 

professional understanding of what will work and what cannot work in terms of implementation. 

 

 

2. Our democracy is based on “the people” being represented by elected officials and by 

pluralism, meaning that organized interest groups such as the NRA to enable citizens to have a 

voice in policy deliberations. Does pluralism always result in the creation of rational policies that 

reflect the overall common good? Is the key ingredient in the formulation of public policy power 

or reason? Explain. (at least two solid paragraphs) 

 

 Pluralism does not always result in the creation of rational policies that reflect the overall 

common good. The power of groups to shape public policy is a function of money; not 

necessarily a reflection of the legitimacy of positions taken.  

 



 Power trumps reason in our system of pluralism. Yes, people can join groups and give 

money to help try to influence policy decisions. But there is no assurance that the common 

interests will emerge. Groups with many members may have a lot of money. But some small 

groups are very well financed because of the wealth of people behind those interests. 

 

 

3. It appears that a balanced budget at the national/federal level is no longer high on the 

policy agenda in Congress. The Republicans are willing to trade away some domestic (social) 

spending in return for tax cuts. The Democrats are willing to trade away lower taxes and military 

spending in return for domestic/social spending. It appears that annual budget deficits will 

continue to add about one trillion dollars a year to the national debt with no end in sight.  

 

Where are responsibilities for things like maintenance and repair of infrastructure, and spending 

for health care likely to shift, given the situation above? Explain. 

 

There is going to continue to be a shift in responsibilities for doing all these things away 

from the federal/national government and toward the states. Somebody has to repair the bridges 

and citizens with medical expenses, and so forth. As the national government becomes more and 

more financially stressed, the state governments are going to have to raise taxes and try to pick 

up the slack. 

 

What will be the consequences if interest rates rise, realizing that the national/federal 

government is financed by loans that come due every three years or so? What will be the 

consequences if the major credit rating agencies face reality and downgrade the credit ratings of 

the U.S. government? Explain. 

 

 When interest rates rise, the non-discretionary part of the national/federal budget is going 

to increase and squeeze out more of the discretionary spending. This can become a huge problem 

because the present debt is about $2 trillion dollars. Interest payments on $2 trillion dollars are a 

lot of money. Even small increases in the interest rate required by borrowers result in a lot of 

additional spending. 

 

https://www.cnbc.com/2017/03/13/us-to-keep-aaa-rating-after-debt-ceiling-moodys.html 

 

4. What words or phrases would you use to make the case to selected conservative elected 

officials that money should be spent to reduce overcrowding in a local jail and improve health 

conditions in the local jail? Make your case in one solid paragraph. 

 

 “Conditions in our local jail are a hazard to all our citizens. When people are released 

from jail they return to our community. Investments made to reduce overcrowding in our local 

jail are investments in the health and safety of everyone in our community. We need enough jail 

capacity to be able to take dangerous people off the streets for a while. The money we need to 

spend to increase jail capacity and to prevent people from catching contagious diseases while in 

https://www.cnbc.com/2017/03/13/us-to-keep-aaa-rating-after-debt-ceiling-moodys.html


jail can save up a great deal more money in the future. Prevention is good medicine and good 

policy.” 

 

5. Please read this news article.  

 

http://www.walb.com/story/37528908/abandoned-mobile-home-act-could-have-impact-on-

south-georgians 

 

 

Read the present proposed language of the legislative bill. 

 

http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/en-US/display/20172018/HB/381 

 

This question has four parts. 

a. At what level of government is this being considered – local, state or national? (short 

answer) 

 

This legislation is being considered at the state level – under the capitol dome in Atlanta. 

 

b. Who (what group or kind of citizens) is likely to favor this? (short answer) 

 

The people who own the land and rent to tenets want to make it easier to remove old mobile 

homes that have been abandoned. I think citizens in general want to remove old mobile homes 

also to improve the appearance (and perhaps the safety) of communities. 

 

c. Who (what organized group, if any) is likely to oppose this? (short answer) 

 

Some owners of old or damaged mobile homes may oppose the change. But anyone who might 

be adversely affected is not likely to have the organization or the money to fight against the 

proposed legislation. It seems unlikely that the ACLU or other groups would bet involved in this.  

 

d. Summarize the bill and identify any problems or omissions in it that you see. (At least 

one solid paragraph.) 

 

The proposed legislation will make it easier for landowners to remove old abandoned mobile 

homes from property, with less legal hassle. As it now stands, the courts are deeply involved in 

order to protect the rights of owners of mobile homes. There may be situations in which the new 

policy may infringe on the rights and interests of owners of mobile homes that have been 

damaged by storms and the owners cannot afford repairs. This might also be used to remove 

mobile homes from land for purposes of development the land for commercial or other purposes, 

without duly compensating people renting lots from existing landowners. The existing 

requirements were created for a purpose. The proposed revision of law should take into account 

those reasons.   

http://www.walb.com/story/37528908/abandoned-mobile-home-act-could-have-impact-on-south-georgians
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