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Instructions: Answer ALL of the following questions. Put you name on your work and submit 

you work in D2L on or before the due date. You may use additional resources but DO NOT copy 

or otherwise plagiarize sources. Submit either a Microsoft Word file, or an Adobe .pdf file. Use 

the proper box in D2L. 

 

1. What is an iron triangle in the context of public policy formulation? Identify three major 

formal actors (represented as an iron triangle). Explain how high-level public administrators in 

the agencies of the national/federal government participate in their relationships with others. In 

other words, what do they want and what do they offer? (at least three solid paragraphs) 

 

2. Our democracy is based on “the people” being represented by elected officials and by 

pluralism, meaning that organized interest groups such as the NRA to enable citizens to have a 

voice in policy deliberations. Does pluralism always result in the creation of rational policies that 

reflect the overall common good? Is the key ingredient in the formulation of public policy power 

or reason? Explain. (at least two solid paragraphs) 

 

3. It appears that a balanced budget at the national/federal level is no longer high on the 

policy agenda in Congress. The Republicans are willing to trade away some domestic (social) 

spending in return for tax cuts. The Democrats are willing to trade away lower taxes and military 

spending in return for domestic/social spending. It appears that annual budget deficits will 

continue to add about one trillion dollars a year to the national debt with no end in sight.  

 

Where are responsibilities for things like maintenance and repair of infrastructure, and spending 

for health care likely to shift, given the situation above? Explain. 

 

What will be the consequences if interest rates rise, realizing that the national/federal 

government is financed by loans that come due every three years or so? What will be the 

consequences if the major credit rating agencies face reality and downgrade the credit ratings of 

the U.S. government? Explain. 

 

https://www.cnbc.com/2017/03/13/us-to-keep-aaa-rating-after-debt-ceiling-moodys.html 

 

4. What words or phrases would you use to make the case to selected conservative elected 

officials that money should be spent to reduce overcrowding in a local jail and improve health 

conditions in the local jail? Make your case in one solid paragraph. 

 

 

[continued] 

https://www.cnbc.com/2017/03/13/us-to-keep-aaa-rating-after-debt-ceiling-moodys.html


 

5. Please read this news article.  

 

http://www.walb.com/story/37528908/abandoned-mobile-home-act-could-have-impact-on-

south-georgians 

 

 

Read the present proposed language of the legislative bill. 

 

http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/en-US/display/20172018/HB/381 

 

This question has four parts. 

 

a. At what level of government is this being considered – local, state or national? (short 

answer) 

 

b. Who (what group or kind of citizens) is likely to favor this? (short answer) 

 

c. Who (what organized group, if any) is likely to oppose this? (short answer) 

 

d. Summarize the bill and identify any problems or omissions in it that you see. (At least 

one solid paragraph.) 
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