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We did not meet today as a class. Yet, I want to share some thoughts with you now as the end of 

the semester comes near. Please do plan to be present next week for our virtual guest speaker, the 

City Administrator of Wayne, Nebraska. 

 

I almost always watch the PBS NewHour, which is available online at the following URLs. 

 

https://www.pbs.org/newshour/ 

 

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=newshour+live+stream 

 

When I cannot watch the program live, I watch the video recording available each day. I feel a 

special connection to the program. I was interviewed briefly by Judy Woodridge many years ago 

when some high school friends and I wrote a new constitution for the State of Georgia. I don't 

think the interview was aired anywhere. Maybe it was. She rose to fame with Governor Jimmy 

Carter when he became president and moved to Washington. I thought I wanted to make that 

transition also. But my journey veered to the left to the Midwest, and back around to Florida and 

now, again, Georgia.  

 

All times are interesting times. The NewsHour still provides me with a variety of interesting 

programming. One of their themes is race relations, of course. There are many other themes to 

help feed the liberal soul.  

 

This course is about where the money comes from that sometimes permits governments to do 

needed things for people. It is also about how decisions are made regarding how that money is 

spent. Wes Blecke, Administrator of Wayne, Nebraska (where I taught years ago) has noted that 

over time city revenues tend to stay about the same while costs continue to rise. This creates 

pressure to try to find new sources of revenues. The city leaders are real Nebraskans and are 

fiscally conservative. The city may appear to be elitist you, and perhaps it is. But if elite means 

facing hard lives in a harsh climate in a small rural place, and making it work, so be it. To me 

government is about creating places where people can find a niche and can prospect in the 

"pursuit of happiness." Success is good. While governments generally seek to help poor people, I 

don't think that is their primary reason for existing. Only when people can rise and become 

successful can they choose to help others. Taxation is not a choice to the ordinary person. Public 

Choice theory says that if people do not like the local government they live in, they are free to 

move. But most of us are where we are for reasons other than pure choice. The most common 

reasons to live in a place are employment, and family connections there. 

 

On some ways, President Trump is right. About 90 percent of Republicans are likely to vote for 

him and help reelect him. He has changed not only the face of conservatism but the meaning of 

conservatism in the United States. He is not a conservative in the same sense President Reagan 
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was. The overtones of white nationalism concern me. And what is a tent city with a high fence 

around it if not a kind of camp?  

 

President Trump is not responsible for the immigration crisis. But his "feel good" reaction to cut 

off aid to three countries south of Mexico is only serving to further undermine those 

governments, empower gangs there, and force more people northward sooner than might 

otherwise be the case. I guess when there are no complex policy solutions, the simple ones at 

least give the appearance of doing something. In my opinion, short of horrific events, there is no 

way to stop the continued flow of immigrants seeking some kind of life in the United States from 

coming north. Short of war, democratic governments cannot reduce population growth 

effectively. I think the exponential growth of human populations is written deeply into our minds 

and bodies.  

 

The State of California, in particular, is trying hard to find additional sources of government 

revenues to fund its many needs.  

 

https://www.foxnews.com/politics/california-goes-tax-wild-eyes-levies-on-everything-from-

water-to-tires 

 

Several cities in California are so called sanctuary cities; meaning that local officials do not 

cooperative with federal officials regarding finding and deporting people who are in the United 

States illegally. Out system of federalism sets up these situations. There is no single "government 

of the United States." There is a very complex system of governments, including the 

complexities of policies at odd with one another, and a complex system of financial 

relationships. 

 

Briefly, my point here is that it is simply not possible to keep thousands of immigrants from 

South America out, and that we are going to wind up with very large "tent cities" and people 

who cannot earn a living behind fences who may be in the United States for many, many years. I 

think birthright citizenship is likely to be repealed soon. But the immediate point is that the 

financial burden of providing reasonably humane living conditions for these large populations of 

people will fall on "blue" (Democratic) states and on California in particular. And where is the 

money going to come from?  

 

Some of the money will come from the national government and deficits and the debt will grow 

ever more quickly. If there is a president of the United States after Trump, he or she may well be 

a socialist. I don't think socialism is viable either. I am a champion of moderation and reason. 

But it is easy for a professor to champion reason. I regret that political leadership in the United 

States (particularly at the national level) comes with the burden of personal threats to leaders 

(and members of their families). Perhaps it always has.  

 

Public administrators, including city administrators, are in middle of these challenges. Perhaps 

the only thing more costly than well-funded government is government that is not adequately 

funded. The average city clerk provided the data for a CAFR does not have to think in these 

terms. But somebody needs to. I have made a good-faith effort to help each of you become 

someone who can think in these terms and perhaps help find civil and viable paths forward. ~ bjn  
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