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WHERE WE ARE 

 

 The midterm is due March 3 in GeorgiaView.  

 http://www.robertcat.net/spring2019/padm5502/site/midterm-exam.pdf 

 

 AFTER THE MIDTERM, we may need to meet in the Billy C. Black building where 

(hopefully) we will have access to SPSS in a lab there.  

 

Here are some of the kinds of mistakes I saw on recent assignments. 

 

H3: that Democrats are more likely than women to favor open borders 

 

H7: that upper class persons are more likely than lower class persons to favor open borders 

 

H9: that older males are more likely than younger women to favor open borders 

 

12.          Democrats are more likely than Republicans to favor open borders.   

  

                  [   ]                 [   ]                     [   ]                     [   ]                    [   ] 

               Strongly         Disagree          Undecided             Agree              Strongly 

                Disagree                                                                                       Agree 

 

[You should not ask people what they believe about your hypotheses. You are collecting data 

about THEM to be used in aggregate to test your hypotheses.] 

 

If you made less than a 75 on assignment 1 or two, you can/should redo it and submit to the late 

box, as per the syllabus. 

 

========== = 

 

CODING DATA 

 

Class exercise: 

Imagine that this is one set of responses for a research participate. CODE the responses by 

entering numbers in the left margin, near and next to the item number. Use appropriate coding 

njmbers for MISSING VALUES as the code for a missing values. "9" is often used as code for a 

missing value, unless it could be a meaningful value. Other possibilities include 0 and 99. Just be 

consistent in the use of values for missing data for every completed research instrument in a 

project. PRETEND that this is your completed survey number 014. Put "014" in the top right 

corner of the first page. 

 



Survey on Attitudes Toward Economic Relocation 

 

This survey is research being conducted by a graduate student at Albany State 

University. 

The purpose of the survey is to better understand under what circumstances people 

are willing to move from a community.  Participation in this research is voluntary. 

If you choose to participate you can skip any question(s) you may not want to 

answer.  Please mark your answers and do not put your name on the survey. 

   

1.            For how many years have you lived in Albany, Georgia?    ___14_____ 

years 

  

2.            Please indicate your gender. 

 

                [   ] Female       [ x ] Male 

 

3.            Please indicate your age. 

 

                ___________ years 

 

4.            Please indicate your marital status. 

                 

                [   ] Single   [   ] Engaged      [   ] Married      [ x ] Divorced        [   ] 

Widowed 

  

5.            How many children are dependent upon you? ___2__________ 

  

6.            How many adults live in your household?  _2___ 

  

7.            How many dependent children live in your household?  _0___ 

  

8.          Please indicate your household’s approximate annual income a 

year.   $_84000__  

 

9.           Please indicate highest level of education.    

 

                   [   ]                       [   ]                  [ x ]                    [   ]                    [   ] 

             High School          Technical          Bachelor          Master’s          Doctorate 

                                              Degree            Degree             Degree             Degree 

  



10.          Are you presently employed?    [ x ] yes                   [  ] no 

 

11.          If yes to the question above, how secure do you feel your job is? 

  

                                [x]           my job is very secure 

                                [  ]           my job is fairly secure 

                                [  ]           I am concerned about possible job loss. 

  

Please indicate your agreement or disagreement with each of the following 

statements: 

  

12.          I feel attachment to Albany, Georgia.      

  

                  [   ]                 [   ]                     [ x ]                     [   ]                    [   ] 

               Strongly         Disagree          Undecided             Agree              Strongly 

                Disagree                                                                                       Agree 

  

13.          If I had to leave Albany I would miss being in Albany very much. 

  

                   [   ]                 [   ]                     [   ]                     [   ]                    [   ] 

               Strongly         Disagree          Undecided             Agree              Strongly 

                Disagree                                                                                       Agree 

  

14.          I could leave Albany without much missing being in Albany. 

 

                   [   ]                 [   ]                     [   ]                     [ x ]                    [   ] 

               Strongly         Disagree          Undecided             Agree              Strongly 

                Disagree                                                                                       Agree 

 

15.   I have many close personal friends in Albany. 

 

                   [   ]                 [ x ]                     [   ]                     [   ]                    [   ] 

               Strongly         Disagree          Undecided             Agree              Strongly 

                Disagree                                                                                       Agree 

  

 

  



16.          I feel strongly attached to Albany because I have family members here. 

  

                   [   ]                 [ x ]                     [   ]                     [   ]                    [   ] 

               Strongly         Disagree          Undecided             Agree              Strongly 

                Disagree                                                                                       Agree 

  

17. If unemployed I would move elsewhere if necessary to find work. 

 

                   [   ]                 [   ]                     [   ]                     [   ]                    [ x ] 

               Strongly         Disagree          Undecided             Agree              Strongly 

                Disagree                                                                                       Agree 

 

18.          If I were to become unemployed I would do everything possible to find 

local        

               employment rather than moving from Albany to find employment. 

  

                    [   ]                 [ x ]                     [   ]                     [   ]                    [   ] 

               Strongly         Disagree          Undecided             Agree              Strongly 

                Disagree                                                                                       Agree 

  

19.          I have skills that employers value highly. 

  

                   [   ]                 [   ]                     [   ]                     [   ]                    [ x ] 

               Strongly         Disagree          Undecided             Agree              Strongly 

                Disagree                                                                                       Agree 

 

20. I frequently communicate with others online to keep in touch. 

 

                   [   ]                 [   ]                     [ x ]                     [   ]                    [   ] 

               Strongly         Disagree          Undecided             Agree              Strongly 

                Disagree                                                                                       Agree 

  

21.          Talking to loved ones on the telephone is an adequate substitute for 

talking with them  

               in person. 

 

                   [   ]                 [   ]                     [   ]                     [ x ]                    [   ] 

               Strongly         Disagree          Undecided             Agree              Strongly 

                Disagree                                                                                       Agree 

   



Please answer the following question if you are buying the home that you now 

occupy in Albany. 

  

22.          It would be difficult for me to leave Albany because I am buying a house 

here. 

 

                   [   ]                 [   ]                     [ x ]                     [   ]                    [   ] 

               Strongly         Disagree          Undecided             Agree              Strongly 

                Disagree                                                                                       Agree 

 

Please answer the following question only if you own a business in Albany. 

 

23. It would be difficult for me to leave Albany because I own a business 

here. 

 

 

                    [   ]                 [   ]                     [   ]                     [   ]                    [   ] 

               Strongly         Disagree          Undecided             Agree              Strongly 

                Disagree                                                                                       Agree 

  

Thank you for participating in this research project. 
 

========== = 

ENTERING AND CLEANING DATA 

 

Notice that in the PARTIAL screenshot below, the VARIABLE NAMES are in the first row 

(across the top) and that the completed survey instruments are numbered down the first row. The 

row number in Excel does not match the ID number. SPSS requires that the EXCEL file be 

formatted this way. Once the data in IMPORTED into SPSS, the Excel row numbers are 

"history" and do not matter. It is not required to use Excel, but it is a convenient way to prepare 

the data for entry into SPSS. 

 
 



We will use an existing dataset in Excel after the midterm. We will enter the contents of the data 

file into SPSS software. The first thing we will do is clean the data, which means verifying that 

the coding was done correctly and there are no value "out of range." If you find a "6" for 

example in a field where the only possible values should be 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 9, then something is 

wrong. The correct way to fix an instance incorrect data entry (often called "dirty data") is to GO 

BACK INTO THE STACK of completed surveys and find that particular completed survey (by 

ID) and see what the correct data entry should be for the item that was coded incorrectly. 

 

========== = 

 

The whole purpose of using SPSS (or similar software) is to run DESCRIPTIVE STATISTICS 

and to TEST HYPOTHESES regarding possible relationships between independent variables and 

dependent variables.  

 

=========== = 

These are the SPSS commands you must learn to use. 

freq 

example: freq newage. 

missing values 

 example: missing values dependents (99). 

compute 

 example: compute var = newvar. 

recode 

 example: recode newvar (1=1) (2=1) (3=2) (4=3) (5=3). 

variable labels 

 example: variable labels newvar ‘Number of Dependents’. 

value labels  

 example: value labels newvar12 1 ‘S Disagree’ 2 ‘Disagree’ 3 

‘Undecided’ 4 ‘Agree’ 5 ‘S Agree’. 



crosstabs 

 example: crosstabs tables = newvar by newgender/cells = count 

column/stat=chisq. 

[Notice that in the example above newvar is the DV and newgender is 

the DV.] 

 

 

 


