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WHERE WE ARE 

 

 If your midterm grade was low, see if you can improve your grades by submitting late 

work (or work with grades less than 75%) into the late box in GeorgiaView. 

 Assignment 4 will be due in GeorgiaView on April 7. 

 We have a total of three additional assignments (4, 5 and 6) and a final examination. 

 We will meet in Fine Arts Center room 200 for the following 4 weeks at 6 p.m. 

 

HERE IS HOW I SUGGEST TO OPERATIONALIZE THE CONCEPT, "RELIGIOUSITY." 

 

I am a very religious person. 

 

                  [   ]                 [   ]                     [   ]                     [   ]                    [   ] 

               Strongly         Disagree          Undecided             Agree              Strongly 

                Disagree                                                                                       Agree 

 

I attend religious services frequently. 

 

                  [   ]                 [   ]                     [   ]                     [   ]                    [   ] 

               Strongly         Disagree          Undecided             Agree              Strongly 

                Disagree                                                                                       Agree 

 

I pray frequently. 

 

                  [   ]                 [   ]                     [   ]                     [   ]                    [   ] 

               Strongly         Disagree          Undecided             Agree              Strongly 

                Disagree                                                                                       Agree 

 

I believe in the authority of religious texts. 

 

                  [   ]                 [   ]                     [   ]                     [   ]                    [   ] 

               Strongly         Disagree          Undecided             Agree              Strongly 

                Disagree                                                                                       Agree 

 

HERE IS HOW I WOULD SUGGEST TO OPERATIONALIZE THE CONCEPT OF HAVING 

EMPATHY. 

I am a very empathetic person. 

 

                  [   ]                 [   ]                     [   ]                     [   ]                    [   ] 

               Strongly         Disagree          Undecided             Agree              Strongly 

                Disagree                                                                                       Agree 



 

I often imagine myself in the place of others. 

 

                  [   ]                 [   ]                     [   ]                     [   ]                    [   ] 

               Strongly         Disagree          Undecided             Agree              Strongly 

                Disagree                                                                                       Agree 

 

When I see someone in distress I personally experience the feelings of their distress. 

 

                  [   ]                 [   ]                     [   ]                     [   ]                    [   ] 

               Strongly         Disagree          Undecided             Agree              Strongly 

                Disagree                                                                                       Agree 

 

I care deeply about the experiences of others. 

 

                  [   ]                 [   ]                     [   ]                     [   ]                    [   ] 

               Strongly         Disagree          Undecided             Agree              Strongly 

                Disagree                                                                                       Agree 

 

 

HERE IS HOW I WOULD SUGGEST TO OPERATIONALIZE THE CONCEPT OF 

"CONCERN ABOUT CLIMATE CHANGE." 

 

Earth's climate is changing. 

 

                  [   ]                 [   ]                     [   ]                     [   ]                    [   ] 

               Strongly         Disagree          Undecided             Agree              Strongly 

                Disagree                                                                                       Agree 

 

Human activities are causing changes in the earth's climate. 

 

                  [   ]                 [   ]                     [   ]                     [   ]                    [   ] 

               Strongly         Disagree          Undecided             Agree              Strongly 

                Disagree                                                                                       Agree 

 

People are already experiencing negative consequences of climate change. 

 

                  [   ]                 [   ]                     [   ]                     [   ]                    [   ] 

               Strongly         Disagree          Undecided             Agree              Strongly 

                Disagree                                                                                       Agree 

 

Recent weather events are NOT the result of climate change. 

 

                  [   ]                 [   ]                     [   ]                     [   ]                    [   ] 

               Strongly         Disagree          Undecided             Agree              Strongly 

                Disagree                                                                                       Agree 



 

The possible consequences of climate change are likely to become a lot worse within 100 years. 

 

                  [   ]                 [   ]                     [   ]                     [   ]                    [   ] 

               Strongly         Disagree          Undecided             Agree              Strongly 

                Disagree                                                                                       Agree 

 

I believe climate change is real and that it is a consequence of human activities. 

 

                  [   ]                 [   ]                     [   ]                     [   ]                    [   ] 

               Strongly         Disagree          Undecided             Agree              Strongly 

                Disagree                                                                                       Agree 

 

[Note, the item above may be "double barreled."] 

 

REVIEW OF SOME HIGHLIGHTS OF THIS COURSE 

 

There is SOCIAL SCIENCE RESEARCH and other kinds of research in the other kinds of 

sciences. 

 

SURVEY RESEARCH is one kind of social science research. It involves studying people's 

attitudes, values, beliefs of behaviors by asking them to complete a SURVEY INSTRUMENT. 

 

(It is possible to do social science research in other ways, including observation of people, 

experiments and GUIDED INTERVIEWS and FOCUS GROUP research.) 

 

THE TYPE OF RESEARCH SHOULD BE GUIDED BY THE RESEARCH QUESTION; not 

the other way around.  

 

The fact that you know one particular method does not mean that you should always use that 

method.  

 

A good survey research project (intended to test hypotheses among relevant variables) is guided 

by a good VISUAL MODEL in which anticipated INDEPENDENT VARIABLES and 

DEPENDENT variables are identified. 

 

To do survey research you need to work with a substantial NUMBER of people in a defined 

POPULATION of people. Without at least 100 or more completed surveys you are not going to 

have enough DATA to test hypotheses about possible relationships between VARIABLES in 

your RESEARCH MODEL. 

 

A VARIABLE is something that differs among individual people. Weight is a variable because 

we do not all weight the same. 

 

A HYPOTHESES is a statement that (usually) anticipates a relationship between two variables 

among people in a POPULATION of people. 



 

Two variables are said to BE CORRELATED in they tend to vary together. If taller people tend 

to have more weight, then the variables HEIGHT and WEIGHT are said to be correlated within 

the population. 

 

There are different kinds of statistics that can be used to measure the degree of CORRELATION 

between two variables in a sample from a population DEPENDINGING UPON THE TYPE OF 

DATA AVAIABLE (level of measurement). 

 

Go back and review LEVELS OF MEASUREMENT in previous notes. 

 

In survey research, use of the LIKERT type of question/statement is very common. It produces 

ORDINAL data. 

 

Given that most of the data we collect about people (as the UNIT OF ANALYSIS) is ORDINAL 

DATA, the most appropriate STATISTICAL METHOD to look for relationships among 

VARIATLES is the Chi-squared statistic. There are other statistical methods that are more 

appropriate to be used with interval or ratio-level data.  

 

I have showed you how to CODE DATA and to CLEAN DATA once entered. Please see 

previous notes. 

 

I have taught you that CODING NUMBERS usually not actual values.  

 

============= = 

 

In the following four weeks we will be in FAC 200 and I will teach you how to use the following 

commands in SPSS to work with data from a survey data set in order to derive DESCRIPTIVE 

STATISTICS and how to use the Chi-Square statistic to test hypotheses about possible 

relationships (correlations) between variables. 

 

These are the SPSS commands you must learn to use. 

freq 

example: freq newage. 

missing values 

 example: missing values dependents (99). 

compute 

 example: compute var = newvar. 



 example: compute newvar = var. 

recode 

 example: recode newvar (1=1) (2=1) (3=2) (4=3) (5=3). 

variable labels 

 example: variable labels newvar ‘Number of Dependents’. 

value labels  

 example: value labels newvar12 1 ‘S Disagree’ 2 ‘Disagree’ 3 

‘Undecided’ 4 ‘Agree’ 5 ‘S Agree’. 

crosstabs 

 example: crosstabs tables = newvar by newgender/cells = count 

column/stat=chisq. 

[Notice that in the example above newvar is the DV and newgender is 

the DV.] 

============ = 

 

And ultimately, I will help you understand the importance of a "p" value (probability) from 

tables like this one, produced using SPSS software. 

 



 
 

To make a long story very short, if the hypotheses is that if single adults (in Albany) are more 

likely than engaged or married adults (in Albany) to be willing to leave Albany for an 

employment opportunity elsewhere . . . 

 

the Chi-Square value (based on the data collected from a sample including 88 people) is 3.475 

and the associated p value is .176. 

 

.176 is not less than .05, which means that there is no evidence of a relationship between these 

two values in the data collected. There is no evidence of support for the hypothesis in the data 

collected. 

 

Also, because one cell has an expected count less than 5, we don't have enough data to use this 

method of data analysis. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


