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Class, courses that use to be relatively easy to teach are becoming more difficult to teach recently. I 

would like to think it is because I am becoming more thoughtful and insightful. There is the standard 

way to teach a course like public policy. Most of the major textbooks have similar content and 

organization. I have taught public policy the best I could this semester. Public administration is difficult 

in practice because public administrators answer to elected politicians. When political institutions are in 

turmoil, what can public administrators do?  

 

One of the things I tell myself frequently is that one should strive to bloom when one finds oneself 

“planted.” Hopefully, public administrators in departments and agencies (and other settings) have a 

degrees of expertise, experience, “wisdom” and values to know what is right and what can work. 

Emotions do not necessarily work in opposition to reason. Without emotion, we are not likely to have 

much reason. It appears that as people realize that we live in an increasingly dangerous world we 

become more emotional about our politics. We do not live with the kinds of threats Americans, 

Europeans and others faced in the early 20th Century. We live with different kinds of threats.  

 

Democracy and self-governance are based in the idea that citizens are rational and that we vote in our 

own self-interests. I never bought the idea that the marketplace of self-interests build up into something 

that is good for all. I am concerned about the future. I do not have children or grandchildren. But I care 

about future generations. And it is not just about climate change. My concerns are largely about the 

almost infinite capacity of people to have very large families, generation after generation after 

generation; and about the limited capacities of “mother earth.” Short of wars, governments are not able 

to constrain the growth of human populations.  

 

We have not focused on root-cause or root-solution analyses this semester. Education and equal rights 

for women are probably the two best ways to slow exponential population growth. The fact that it is 

increasingly common for women to achieve positions of political and other kinds of leadership are (in 

my opinion) a hopeful sign for the future of public policy.  

 

I believe in science. I believe in facts and truth. I believe in empathy for others. Some people blame 

President Trump for the problems our nation faces. He is likely to win re-election in 2020. In any case, 

his values will continue to be promoted in the federal judicial system and the Supreme Court of the 

United States for future decades. He is likely to appoint two or more additional Justices of the Supreme 

Court.  

 

The limits in the work of the Founders who designed the Constitution of the United States are becoming 

more apparent. We may be in a pattern of events that leads to dire and large changes, like a suspension 

bridge under a vibration that threatens to break it apart. I once proposed what I called “cyberspace 

pluralism,” and through it might become a very good thing. Well, my “cyberspace pluralism” has 

become today’s social media, with its good potentials and its problems.  

 



One of the good things about policies are that there are so many of them and so many parts of 

government involved in policy processes. Citizens and public administrators and others can participate 

in policy-making. Some people pay a very high price for doing so. I suppose the beginning of self-

governance is self-discipline. If you and I cannot effectively become part of a solution, at least we can 

strive to take care of ourselves (and families) and not become part of a problem that others will have to 

try to cope with. My understanding of the Biblical, “salt of the earth” is that it refers to those who work 

for reason and good, quietly and from within.  

 

I have not taught you the traditional public policy course this semester. Perhaps I should have. I have 

tried to show you my heart and to share what insights and wisdom an aging man who was once young 

and idealistic can offer. I hope to always retain a measure of youthful idealism. I wish you courage and 

insights as you help create the future of your communities, the nation, and beyond. ~ Bruce Neubauer 

 

 


