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Public budgeting can be one of the most difficult things that administrators and elected leaders become 

involved in. Especially in stressful times, decisions are difficult and personal relationships can become 

strained. To argue for the importance of one need can seem to place you at odds with all the other 

important needs and interests that others are advocating for. And yet you are expected to champion 

your constituents, your agency or your colleagues in you program. You try to make the best case you can 

for the people and interests you "represent," without downplaying the legitimate interests of others. 

 

For this assignment, go to the Amazon.com website. Search for the book titled, "Caught between the 

dog and the fireplug, or How to survive public service" by Kenneth Ashworth. A very substantial part of 

the entire book is available by viewing the "Look inside" feature at Amazon.com. It is not necessary to 

buy the book to do this assignment. Please read ALL of the advise to "Kim" included in the "Look Inside" 

view of the book available on the Amazon.com site.  

 

Imagine yourself ten to twenty years from now (or whatever duration of time is reasonable), in some 

specific public sector position you may aspire to. From that perspective write a letter to your present 

self. Begin your letter, "Dear Younger Self." Use the information in the book by Kenneth Ashworth to 

help you share your imaginary "older self" to your present "younger self." Identify your "older self" by 

role/position(s) and several of your imaginary experiences from your "older self" perspective. Tell 

yourself what you may in the future wish someone had shared with you about interpersonal 

relationships among professionals in the public sector. Your letter should be at least one to two pages in 

length. Make reference to Ashworth's book in your letter to your younger/present self. This letter does 

not need to be written in APA style. 

RUBRIC 

Your name on work. 
 

[  ] no     [  ] yes 

Work submitted in GeorgiaView on time. 
 

[  ] no     [  ] yes 

Evidence that you understand what the assignment is asking you to 
do. 

[  ] missing or very weak 
[  ] needs development 
[  ] okay 

Clear statement of the role/position of your anticipated future self in 
your chosen future timeframe. 

[  ] missing or very weak 
[  ] needs development 
[  ] okay 

Evidence that you have read the parts of the book available online at 
the Amazon.com web portal. 

[  ] missing or very weak 
[  ] needs development 
[  ] okay 

Thoughtful advice about how to relate to others in the public sector, 
particularly as related to participation in budgetary processes. 

[  ] missing or very weak 
[  ] needs development 
[  ] okay 

 


