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Instructions: Answer ALL of the following questions. Put you name on your work and submit 

you work in D2L on or before the due date. Submit either a Microsoft Word file, or an Adobe 

.pdf file. Use the proper box in GeorgiaView. Your response to each "essay" question should 

be at least one well-written paragraph with solid, reasonable content.  

 

Watch and listen to the following budget hearing carefully. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DTGYJqYVkMI&t=0s&list=PLw8Yh4xGhJjlfimsbRy4w5q

1jcCxRoTyc&index=27 

 

 

 

This video is about 11 minutes in length. The department head and others are participating in the 

Mayor's budget hearing. 

 

1. What is the general tone of the hearing? Is the tone adversarial? What may the mayor be 

trying to do in his opening remarks regarding the tone of the hearing?  

 

[type answer here] 

 

 

[continued]  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DTGYJqYVkMI&t=0s&list=PLw8Yh4xGhJjlfimsbRy4w5q1jcCxRoTyc&index=27
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DTGYJqYVkMI&t=0s&list=PLw8Yh4xGhJjlfimsbRy4w5q1jcCxRoTyc&index=27


2. What is the mayor signaling about the current economic climate as it relates to the 

budgeting process?  

 

[type letter of answer here] 

 

 

 A  Recent revenues are up but we are going to continue to be frugal in order to keep  

  taxes low. 

 

 B Feel free to ask boldly and to propose new programs. The money is there for the  

  asking this coming budget cycle. 

3. Summarize the statement by the Director of the Department of Emergency 

Communications. (This is the Department that answers "911" calls and dispatches emergency 

teams.) Is she signaling clearly that the Department in fact has large and important needs that 

should be addressed as soon as possible? (Yes.) Cite an example. 

 

[type answer here] 

 

 

4. Do you get the sense (or not) that the mayor understands the needs of the Emergency 

Communications Department and wants to try to address the needs of the Department in the 

future, if possible? Cite an example. 

 

[type answer here] 

 

 

5. Do you get a sense that this "hearing" is merely a public display of what has already been 

decided by others "behind closed doors" prior to the hearing? (Take a clear position and explain 

your position. - one paragraph) 

 

[type answer here] 

 

 

Watch and listen to the following budget hearing carefully. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tFqeeOB_ORM 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tFqeeOB_ORM


 

 

This video is about 25 minutes in length. The department head and others are participating in the 

Council's budget hearing, following submission of the proposed budget by the mayor. This is, of 

course, a different department of the Metro Nashville government. 

 

6. What is your initial sense of the attitude and confidence of the department head? (one 

paragraph) 

 

[type answer here] 

 

 

7. What is the explanation the department head makes for the addition of two additional 

employees? 

 

[type answer here] 

 

 

8. What is the explanation the department head makes for the acquisition of a computer 

information system? 

 

[type answer here] 

 

 

9. John Cooper is one of the elected commissioners. (See about 24 minutes into the video.) 

He is looking for . . . 

 

[type letter of answer here] 

 

 

A A reason to cut proposed funding for two additional employees. 

B A further explanation for the need for a new computer information system. 

C A reassurance that the costs of two additional employees is a good investment that their 

 employment is likely to create substantial additional revenues to the Metro Nashville 

 government. 

 



10. What do you make of the department head's statement at the very end about the revenue 

shortfall in budget year 2017? Do you sense that that statement was necessary and helpful in 

terms of the department getting its requested funding in the coming budget year? 

 

[type answer here] 

 

 

RUBRIC 

 

Your name on work. 
 

[  ] no     [  ] yes 

Work submitted in GeorgiaView on time. 
 

[  ] no     [  ] yes 

Question 1: Reasonable content and well-
written paragraph 

[  ] missing or very weak 
[  ] needs development 
[  ] okay 

Question 2: correct multiple choice 
response 

[  ] no 
[  ] yes 
 

Question 3: Reasonable content and well-
written paragraph 

[  ] missing or very weak 
[  ] needs development 
[  ] okay 

Question 4: Reasonable content and well-
written paragraph 

[  ] missing or very weak 
[  ] needs development 
[  ] okay 

Question 5: Reasonable content and well-
written paragraph 

[  ] missing or very weak 
[  ] needs development 
[  ] okay 

Question 6: Reasonable content and well-
written paragraph 

[  ] missing or very weak 
[  ] needs development 
[  ] okay 

Question 7: Reasonable content and well-
written paragraph 

[  ] missing or very weak 
[  ] needs development 
[  ] okay 

Question 8: Well written and well-written 
paragraph 

[  ] missing or very weak 
[  ] needs improvement 
[  ] okay 

Question 9: correct multiple choice 
response 

[  ] no 
[  ] yes 
 

Question 10: Well written and well-
written paragraph 

[  ] missing or very weak 
[  ] needs improvement 
[  ] okay 

 

 

 


