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Class, we are, of course, in the transition between traditional and online classes in the spring of 

2020. I have not yet heard what plans are for summer and fall classes. I don't teach in the 

summers. Not being in administration at ASU I don't want to speculate here. I do not think that 

President Trump's vision of things returning to normal by this Easter Sunday are realistic. I think 

public policy and leadership should be grounded in reason and science. There is an interplay 

between hope and reality. People need/want to derive hope from their political leaders and 

others, of course. But I am more comforted by political leaders and others to I can trust to be 

realistically truthful in the assessment of things.  

 

I hope you will be able to "attend" online meetings for the rest of the semester using Zoom 

software. These meetings are optional because I realize that some of you may not have access to 

the equipment. But if you have a smartphone and Internet access, it can work. This may be 

helpful. Zoom works on most modern computers, including Android and iOS devices. 

 

https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/204484835-My-Audio-is-Not-Working-on-iOS-or-

Android 

 

You can go here and test your microphone and speaker without me being in the virtual room. 

 

http://www.robertcat.net/zoom/ 

 

Refer to the revised syllabus, please. 

 

http://www.robertcat.net/spring2020/padm5302/site/syllabus-2-5302spring2020.pdf 

 

These speaking notes go with Tuesday March 31. You have assignments 3 and 4. I need to write 

assignment 5 and the final examination soon. Please put your completed work in GeorgiaView. 

If necessary, postal mail your work to me at the address provided in a recent email message, 

before the due dates -- certainly before the due date of the final exam. 

 

Notice on the syllabus that we have virtual guest speakers scheduled on April 7 and April 14 at 6 

p.m. Eastern. Mr. Berks is township administrator of West Chester, Ohio. Mr. Becke is city 

administrator of Wayne, Nebraska. Both have recently confirmed that they plan to "visit" us 

virtually, despite the current virus situation. The difference now is that we will all be virtual in 

the Zoom room. 

 

Public budgeting is making (often difficult) choices among a variety of public needs with limited 

resources. One of the major sources of revenues for states and cities (in the United States) is the 

national/federal government, which is already deeply in debt. As I write this, it appears that 

Congress is about to pass a $2.2 trillion stimulus bill, the try to help state and local governments, 

help keep the stock markets afloat, and help citizens directly. The money needed for such 
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spending at the national/federal level will have to be borrowed, increasing the current-year 

deficit and becoming part of the national debt. This is not the time to be pointing fingers and 

assignment blame, But it does underscore that fact that prudent government budgeting and 

financial management is important.  

 

In times of crisis, the needs for government services increase and revenues to governments (at all 

levels) become more constrained. This is why state and local governments should save money in 

the "good times" in order to have money during the hard times. But citizens usually want tax 

reductions in the good times and politicians (who face reelection campaigns) often follow the 

will of the citizens. That is in the intended spirit of democracy, of course. Perhaps the ultimate 

destination of democracy is socialism, but that is another story.  

 

"Academics" like me have the luxury of saying and writing things without the burden of 

responsibility for actual results. Practitioners like Mr. Burks and Mr. Becke are "in the trenches" 

at the local level. They do not have power to take the decisions that local elected leaders have. 

But they do have opportunity to advise elected leaders; and to network with other administrations 

(at all levels of government) to sometimes try, "to speak truth to power." 

 

 


