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Class, as of April of 2020 we are seeing rapid changes that will affect the collective human 

experience forever. I am writing this on April 4, trying to anticipate what will have transpired 

between now and April 28. I believe the responsibilities of governments all over the earth are 

being tested. Every government involves budgeting and financial management because money 

has become one of the necessaries of life -- like air, water, and food. Human-kind has risen up 

beyond natural systems. In order to remain there we must become wiser than we now are, 

collectively. I believe we must value sustainability as we value survival. We must face hard 

choices. In my opinion, our present political systems unable to make such choices. The way 

budgeting is practiced constrains political conflicts and skirts responsibilities. The fights are 

focused on the margins -- a little more or a little less for the coming year. Too many budgetary 

decisions is already running on autopilot. We are trying to manage a global economy with minds 

grounded in small group dynamics and individual egos.  

 

An understanding of public budgeting and financial management as practiced today is of value. 

We must build from the foundation of the past and the present. But major public choices must 

account for values such as sustainability. The existing political system does not reward elected 

leaders who put sustainability high on the agenda. What, if anything, is our responsivity to all the 

"potential people" why cross this stage or not because of the decisions we collectively make 

today. And what is our responsibility to all the other kinds and species of life on earth?  

 

This course is about decision-making and planning at governmental levels, at least in the United 

States. I hope that my efforts to teach it have contributed to your capacities to embrace the 

challenges and to help find the answers. 
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