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PADM 5907 CAPSTONE PROPOSAL  FORMAT FOR SPRING 2020 

The capstone proposal is designed to enable the student to explain what he or she intends to 

accomplish in each aspect of the Capstone research report. Therefore, it is important for the student to 

ensure that the proposal is clear in terms of the student’s vision of what will be included in the final 

Capstone report. In that regard, the following instructions are being provided to guide the student to 

accomplish the writing of the proposal in a manner that provides a clear road map of what the reader(s) 

should expect in the final product. Since this is a proposal, the proper tenses as well as references to the 

report or researcher should be used.  For example, the introduction of this report or study will examine 

the causes and impact of HIV/AIDS on heterosexual African American women. Avoid  using the phrase, “I 

will demonstrate”. Use instead the phrase, ”this researcher, this  research, this report  or this study” will. 

Accordingly, your proposal should use the following format and should be at least 2-3 pages long. 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The executive summary of this report will include the purpose and significance of the research topic, the 

methodology that will be employed to collect data/information and the key findings or conclusions of 

the research. This section of the paper is often accomplished after the entire paper has been completed 

so that you are certain about the methodology that was used and the key findings or conclusions that 

resulted from your research. 

INTRODUCTION 

The introduction of this research report will examine the purpose and significance of the topic and 

towards the end of this section, briefly identify the research question without  elaborating orproviding 

substantial explanation. 

OVERVIEW OF CASE STUDY 

This section of the research report will summarize the case study in substantial detail and make ties to at 

least two of the core courses in the MPA program and to a course(s) in the student’s area of 

concentration. The source of the case study should also be identified. 

RESEARCH QUESTION AND METHOD 

In this section of the report, the research question will be identified and it should be tied to at least two 

of the courses in the MPA curriculum and/ or the student’s area of concentration. The importance and 

relevance of the research question must be explained in the context of at least two core courses in the 

MPA curriculum and student’s area of concentration. For example, how does the literature on the 

causes of HIV/AIDS and strategies to alleviate the disease contribute to Epidemiology? Or how do 

organizational leaders devise policies to effectively address the causes and approaches for combating 

AIDS?(Organizational theory). What is the relevance of the selected case study to the research question? 

For this capstone research report the prescribed method of research is a qualitative analysis based on 

secondary sources 
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RELEVANT LITEARTURE REVIEW 

 This section of the proposal will substantially review some of the relevant public administration 

literature. This will include at least (5) peer reviewed scholarly articles and /or appropriate books. The 

selected articles or books will focus on the research question in the context of the core courses and area 

of concentration. 

SYNTHESIS AND DISCUSSION 

This section of the report, which is perhaps the most vital, will derive insights from the case study and 

literature review, regarding the topic, thus giving the researcher the ability to synthesize ideas and offer 

readers the researcher’s own insights regarding the topic in the form of a discussion. This section of the 

report allows the researcher to think critically about modern public administration in a scholarly way. 

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

This section of the report requires the researcher to make meaningful recommendations of value to 

practitioners. What is the worth of your synthesis and discussion in terms of enabling people to do a 

better job? How can the literature review contribute to your ability to become an effective public 

administrator. The researcher can also suggest possible future research. 

 

 


