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(SLO 2) Advocate for a prospective policy (or policy change) to an audience of one or more persons who 

are likely to have other policy preferences in that area of concern, by demonstrating “listening skills,” 

empathic reasoning, framing, and use of metaphors in the context of a dialog or verbal presentation. 

 

There is some evidence that long-term exposure to emissions from gasoline-powered automobiles and 

other vehicles can adversely affect the health of people, especially those living near major highways and 

areas of traffic congestion. See, for examples . . . 

 

https://ehp.niehs.nih.gov/doi/pdf/10.1289/ehp.02110293 

 

https://e360.yale.edu/digest/vehicle-pollution-causes-4-million-new-child-asthma-cases-every-year 

 

Some major metropolitan areas require that owners of most vehicles based there have their vehicles 

tested for levels of emissions annually. One vehicle with high rates of exhaust  emissions can pollute the 

atmosphere far more than many vehicles in good condition. The intent of these requirements is to cause 

owners of vehicles that do not pass emissions testing to either repair their vehicles or discard them. The 

required repair may be a simple as a tune-up of the engine. On the other hand, the required repair may 

be very costly. Relatively new vehicles are exempted from testing because it is unlikely that they have an 

emissions problem. Antique vehicles (over 20 years old) also exempted from required testing. 

 

In Georgia, people living in 13 metropolitan counties are required to have their vehicles emissions-

tested annually. The cost of testing per vehicle is up to $25 (performed by licensed inspection stations), 

paid by the owner of the vehicle. See the following for additional information. 

 

https://www.cleanairforce.com/motorists/frequently-asked-questions/ 

 

Although Albany, Georgia is a small metropolitan area with substantial traffic and traffic congestion, the 

state does not presently require emissions testing for vehicles based in Dougherty County or Lee County. 

It is likely that some of the used vehicles sold and operated in and near Dougherty County were 

brought here to be sold because they have emissions problems and cannot be sold in their present 

condition in the Atlanta area. 

 

IMAGINE that a bill is introduced into the Georgia Legislature to require annual emissions testing in 

Dougherty and Lee Counties, with provisions like those in the metropolitan Atlanta area.  

 

Assume that the State representatives and senators of Lee and Dougherty counties will attend a prayer 

breakfast soon and that you will have opportunity to speak to them (together) for five to ten minutes. 

Write out what you plan to say to them, to encourage them to support the legislative bill to require 

https://ehp.niehs.nih.gov/doi/pdf/10.1289/ehp.02110293
https://e360.yale.edu/digest/vehicle-pollution-causes-4-million-new-child-asthma-cases-every-year
https://www.cleanairforce.com/motorists/frequently-asked-questions/


emissions testing in Lee and Dougherty counties, as presently required in the Atlanta area. In your 

presentation . . . 

 

 Make it clear up front that you are asking them to support the legislation to require emissions 

testing in Lee and Dougherty counties. Identify your chosen way to frame the issue. 

 

 Acknowledge that they have constituents who oppose required emissions testing. 

 

 Anticipate and try to address the concerns of their constituents who oppose required emissions 

testing.  

 

 Explain the primary basis/logic of your reason to require emissions testing. 

 

 Use a good metaphor OR a story in support of your position/request.  

 

 Respectfully return to your opening statement that you favor emissions testing and ask for their 

support. 

 

RUBRIC 

 

Your name on work. 
 

[  ] no     [  ] yes 

Work submitted in GeorgiaView on time and in correct course and 
box. 

[  ] no     [  ] yes 

Clear statement of your purpose in speaking to them and 
communicating how you frame the issue. 

[  ] missing or very weak 
[  ] needs development 
[  ] okay 

Short explanation of why you favor the proposed new policy (and for 
whom you speak). 

[  ] missing or very weak 
[  ] needs development 
[  ] okay 

A good metaphor OR story intended to advance a COGNITIVE 
PERSPECTIVE or a feeling/emotional aspect. 

[  ] missing or very weak 
[  ] needs development 
[  ] okay 

Brief, respectful restatement of your request that they support the 
proposed policy change. 

[  ] missing or very weak 
[  ] needs development 
[  ] okay 

 

 


