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ITEM 1 

 

At least one traffic signal in Albany (North Slappey at Ledo) has recently been modified such that 

north-bound traffic wanting to turn left onto Ledo sometimes gets a flashing yellow turn signal 

while the north-bound through-traffic signal is red.  

 

http://www.clrp.cornell.edu/q-a/208-blink.html 

 

https://www.michigan.gov/mdot/0,1607,7-151-9615_44557-157538--,00.html 

 

“The Federal Highway Administration has begun the process of making these signals the standard 

for signalized left-turns. It will, however, likely take several years for the standard to be adopted 

and implemented by all road agencies and municipalities nationwide.” source – link above. 

 

https://www.citylab.com/transportation/2013/05/flashing-yellow-turn-signal-good-drivers-bad-fo-

pedestrians/5450/ 

 

This may be dangerous for pedestrians and people riding bicycles. source – link above. 

 

For purposes of this assignment, assume that city governments can opt out of the use of such 

traffic signals.  

 

1. Have conversations with three to five people who live in Albany, asking if they have 

experiences with such signals and how they will/would interpret a set of lights indicating “red” for 

through traffic and “flashing yellow” for the left turn lane.  

 

What would they assume about traffic coming toward them if they are seeing a red light in 

combination with a flashing yellow light for their turn lane? 

 

1. drivers coming toward them are seeing a red 

light on their side. 

 

2. drivers coming toward them are seeing a 

green light on their side. 

 

3. unsure what color light drivers coming 

toward them are seeing. 

 

 

Do not record the conversations electronically. Assure the people you have conversations with that 

you will not share their names with anyone.  

 

Write the “findings” of your three to five conversations, without identifying the people you 

talked to. Include both quantitative and qualitative data. 

http://www.clrp.cornell.edu/q-a/208-blink.html
https://www.michigan.gov/mdot/0,1607,7-151-9615_44557-157538--,00.html
https://www.citylab.com/transportation/2013/05/flashing-yellow-turn-signal-good-drivers-bad-fo-pedestrians/5450/
https://www.citylab.com/transportation/2013/05/flashing-yellow-turn-signal-good-drivers-bad-fo-pedestrians/5450/


 

[please type your answer here] 

 

 

 

 

2. If you favor the new kind of traffic signal (flashing left turn) explain why to a person who does 

not favor it. If you oppose the new kind of traffic signal (flashing left turn) explain why to a person 

who favors it. Either way, frame your statement to your “advantage.” (One or more paragraphs.) 

 

 

[please type your answer here] 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Summarize your own opinion about this. Should this be reason for concern or not? Explain 

your reasoning. (one paragraph) 

 

[please type your answer here] 

 

 

 

 

------------- - 

 

ITEM 2 

 

Realizing that regulations created by agencies of the federal/national government of the United 

States are for practical purposes policies (upon those to whom they apply), what is the 

Administrative Procedures Act, and what is the rule-making process in the United States? (two 

paragraphs) 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Administrative_Procedure_Act_(United_States)  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Notice_of_proposed_rulemaking  

 

 

[please type your answer here] 

 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Administrative_Procedure_Act_(United_States)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Notice_of_proposed_rulemaking


------------- - 

 

ITEM 3 

 

What is the difference between policy-making and policy implementation? 

 

[please type your answer here] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-------------- - 

 

ITEM 4 

 

Which of the following statements is true regarding how to lobby a legislative body (such as a state 

legislature of Congress)?  

 

A. Since every elected official has a vote, it is necessary to reach out to all of them 

 

B Because of the committee system and the practice of deference, it is probably only necessary 

to reach out to key people such as a committee and subcommittee chairs, for most purposes 

 

 

[please indicate your answer here – A or B] 
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Name on work? [ ] no [ ] yes  

 

Work submitted in GeorgiaView on time?  [ ] no [ ] yes  
 
 

ITEM 1: Response to Part 1 – report of 
quantitative and qualitative findings (one or more 
paragraphs) 

[ ] missing or very weak  
[ ] needs development  
[ ] okay 

ITEM 1: Response to Part 2 – argument to 
someone, including strategic frame 
Position taken must be clearly evident. 

[ ] missing or very weak  
[ ] needs development  
[ ] okay  

ITEM 1:Response to Part 3 – student’s opinion and 
explanation. (one or more paragraph)  
 

[ ] missing or very weak  
[ ] needs development  
[ ] okay  

ITEM 2: Explanation of the APA (one paragraph) 
 
 

[ ] missing or very weak  
[ ] needs development  
[ ] okay 

ITEM 2: Explanation of rulemaking process under 
the APA (one paragraph) 
 

[ ] missing or very weak  
[ ] needs development  
[ ] okay 

ITEM 3: Difference between policy making and 
policy implementation 

[ ] missing or very weak  
[ ] needs development  
[ ] okay 

ITEM 4: multiple choice question [ ] incorrect 
[ ] correct 
 

 


